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Building  Churches 

God  builds  no  churches!  By  His  plan 
That  labor  has  been  left  to  man. 

No  spires  miraculously  arise 

No  little  missions  from  the  skies 

Fall  on  a  bleak  and  barren  place 

lb  be  a  source  of  strength  and  grace. 

The  humblest  church  demands  its  price 

In  human  toil  and  sacrifice. 

The  humblest  spire  in  mortal  ken 

Where  God  abides,  was  built  by  men. 

And  if  the  church  is  still  to  grow, 

Is  still  the  light  of  hope  to  throw 

Across  the  valleys  of  despair, 

Men  still  must  build  God's  house  of  prayer. 

God  sends  no  churches  from  the  skies, 

Out  of  our  hearts,  they  must  arise. 


=  Edgar  A.  Outst 


(Submitted  by  Bitty  Foil  Hol§hou§ar) 
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A  s  members  and  friends  of  St.  James, 
£    ^L  we  make  history  every  time  we 
M  M  are  together,  he  it  Sunday  morning 

.^^Lmm      ^^K^  worship,  a  covered  dish  dinner 
or  a  community  sing.  It's  important  that  we  record 
our  history  for  those  who  come  behind  us,  just  as 
the  following  passages  were  recorded  for  us. 


St.  James  United  Church  of  Christ  is  one 
of  seven  UCC  churches  in  the  Concord/ 
ICannapohs  area.  There  are  some  6,427 
UCC  congregations  in  the  United  States  of 
which  1.7  milhon  people  are  members. 

Our  roots  go  back  to  the  Pilgrims  of  New 
England  in  1620,  German  immigrants 
of  the  early  1700s  and  1800s,  the  rise  of 
religious  liberty  in  the  late  1700s  and  the 
Second  Great  Awakening  in  the  1800s. 
Our  earliest  connection  to  the  European 
Reform  Movements  began  in  New  Bern, 
N.C.,  around  1710,  with  the  official  first 
year  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  North 
Carolina  being  recorded  as  1745.  The 
first  Classis  of  North  Carolina  was  orga- 
nized in  1831  at  Brick  Church  in  Guilford 
County,  and  subsequently,  the  Reformed 
Church  merged  with  the  Evangelical 
Synod  of  North  America  in  1934  to  form 
the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church. 
The  United  Church  of  Christ  was  formed 
in  1957  through  the  merger  of  the 
Congregational  Christian  Churches  and 
the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church. 
The  United  Church  of  Christ  lives  by  a 


Reformation  Theology  and  entrusts  all 
decision  making  to  the  local  church. 

St.  James  is  a  member  in  good  standing 
and  an  active  participant  in  the  work  of 
the  Western  North  Carolina  Association 
of  the  United  Church  of  Christ. 

Editor's  Note:  The  following  historical 
perspective  on  the  history  of  St.  James 
is  reprinted  here  from  A  Story  of  the 
Southern  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  and 
Reformed  Church,  by  Banks  J.  Peeler,  D.D. 
The  book  was  printed  in  1968,  and  St. 
James  is  featured  on  pages  374-377. 

"St.  James  Reformed  Church,  Mt.  Pleasant, 
North  Carolina,  is  located  in  a  rich  agricul- 
tural section  of  Southeast  Cabarrus  County. 
In  1890  Mt.  Pleasant  was  a  thriving  village 
in  which  had  been  developed  cotton  mills, 
wood-working  plants,  tan  yards,  a  tin  shop, 
a  blacksmith  shop  and  a  variety  of  retail 
stores.  The  Lutheran  Church  had  estab- 
lished two  good  educational  institutions 
there:  the  North  Carolina  College  for  boys 
and  Mont  Amoena  Seminary  for  girls.  A 
number  of  Reformed  families  from  Lower 


stone,  Bear  Creek  and  New  Gilead  churches 
had  located  in  the  town  and  become  active 
in  its  cultural,  business  and  religious  life. 

"Dr.  Paul  Barringer,  being  a  missionary- 
minded  man,  had  preached  in  that  com- 
munity for  a  number  of  years,  as  often 
as  occasion  required,  stimulating  interest 
in  establishing  a  Reformed  church  there. 
In  1894,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the 
Classis  of  North  Carolina  from  'persons  at 
Mt.  Pleasant  (asking)  that  a  Reformed 
church  be  organized  in  that  town.'  The 
request  was  granted,  and  the  interest  was 
committed  to  the  care  of  Dr.  Barringer, 
with  instructions  to  'organize  a  congrega- 
tion at  his  discretion.' 

"The  congregation  was  organized  Decem- 
ber 3,  1894,  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  C.L.  Foil. 
Eight  people  signed  the  charter  member- 
ship roll:  Mrs.  C.L.  Foil,  Mrs.  M.R.  Miller, 
L.J.  Foil,  W.J.  Heilig,  Dr  A.W.  Moose,  Dr 
M.A.  Foil,  Mrs.  A.F  Sides  and  W.D.  Foil. 
Dr.  A.W.  Moose  was  made  an  elder,  and  Dr. 
M.A.  Foil  was  chosen  a  deacon.  Only  two 
officers  were  at  first  named.  The  new  con- 
gregation was  named  St.  James  Reformed 
Church. 

"Dr  Barringer  continued  to  serve  the 
church  in  addition  to  his  work  as  pastor 
of  the  East  Rowan  Charge.  Subsequently, 
the  New  Gilead  Church  was  detached  from 
Trinity  Church,  Concord,  and  realigned 
with  St.  James,  creating  the  New  Gilead 
Charge.  The  New  Gilead  Charge  was  then 
enrolled  by  the  Board  of  Missions  with  sub- 
sidy, and  Dr.  Barringer  was  commissioned 
its  pastor,  beginning  October  7,  1896. 
Religious  services  were  conducted  in  Holy 
Trinity  Lutheran  Church  prior  to  the  erec- 
tion of  their  own  church  building. 


"The  young  congregation  prospered  under 
the  wise  counsel  and  positive  leadership 
of  Dr.  Barringer  Numerically  small,  it  was 
materially  and  influencially  (sic)  strong, 
having  in  its  membership  many  of  the 
leading  business  and  professional  men  and 
women  of  the  community.  Among  first 
actions  of  the  new  church  was  a  move  in 
the  direction  of  a  place  for  worship.  A  lot 
was  donated  by  W.J.  Heilig.  A  building 
committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of 
Dr  A.W.  Moose,  W.J.  Heilig  and  L.J.  Foil. 
Plans  were  developed  and  work  began 
on  the  building  in  September  1895.  It  was 
completed  and  ready  for  occupancy  in 
May  1896. 

"Over  the  signature  of  Dr.  M.A.  Foil, 
secretary,  an  appeal  was  made  to  the 
Classis  of  North  Carolina  for  financial  aid. 
An  amount  of  $266.67,  the  balance  in  the 
Beneficiary  Education  and  Home  Missions 
Fund,  was  given  to  be  used  on  the  new 
church  building.  Bear  Creek  congregation 
made  considerable  contributions  in  lum- 
ber and  labor,  in  addition  to  their  constant 
encouraging  moral  support  during  these 
operations.  When,  therefore,  the  church 
was  dedicated  April  30,  1896,  all  outstand- 
ing obligations  had  been  paid  or  otherwise 
provided.  The  completed  church  building 
cost  approximately  $1,400.  Dr.  Jacob  C. 
Leonard  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon, 
and  the  pastor  read  the  ritual  of  dedication. 

"An  attendant  at  the  dedication  service 
has  described  the  new  church  building  as 
it  appeared  on  that  day: 

'Many  present  for  the  dedication  service 
described  the  new  church  as  a  beautiful 
structure,  well  planned,  well  built,  with  the 
joist,  wainscoting  and  ceiling  of  natural 
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yellow  pine.  The  walls  were  plastered.  The 
pulpit  was  oak,  and  the  oak  chairs  were  up- 
holstered with  leather.  The  carpet  and  gothic- 
styled  stained  windows  blended  beautifully 
with  surroundings.  The  bell  was  hung  in  a 
tower  on  the  northeast  comer  of  the  church. 
The  seating  capacity  was  300.' 

"This  sanctuary  served  the  people  until 
1923.  At  a  meeting  held  July  10,  1921, 
the  congregation  voted  in  favor  of  erecting 
a  new  church.  A  building  committee  was 
appointed,  consisting  of  J.L.  Peck,  O.A. 
Barringer,  E.L.  Foil,  S.C.  Kluttz,  J.L.C. 
Miller,  Mrs.  H.E.  Foil  and  Mrs.  L.E.  Foil. 
This  group  was  instructed  to  formulate 
plans  to  replace  the  old  church  with  a  new 
brick  structure.  These  plans  were  approved 
August  14,  1921,  provided  as  much  as 
$10,000  could  be  promised  in  pledges.  On 
September  4,  in  the  same  year,  a  commit- 
tee reported  total  pledges  of  $12,000. 

"J.L.C.  Miller  and  S.C.  PQuttz  were  named 
foremen  and  asked  to  supervise  construc- 
tion of  the  new  church.  But  because  of 
a  disastrous  fire  in  the  lumber  plant  of  Mr. 
Miller,  construction  was  postponed  until 
July  1923.  The  building  was  completed 
in  1924,  costing  $26,000,  furnishings  and  a 
pipe  organ  included.  Dedication  rites 
occurred  June  26,  1924,  when  a  series  of 
services  ran  throughout  the  day.  Among 
those  who  delivered  appropriate  addresses 
on  that  occasion  were  Dr  Jacob  C. 
Leonard,  who  preached  the  sermon,  and 
Rev.  William  C.  Lyerly  and  Dr  John  H. 
Keller,  who  were  heard  during  the  after- 
noon. Dr  Charles  W.  Warlick,  pastor  of  the 
church,  read  the  ritual  of  dedication. 

"This  church  building  has  been  repaired 
and  redecorated  twice  since  its  erection. 


Interior  of  the  sanctuary  was  remodeled 
in  1951  at  which  time  both  sanctuary  and 
Sunday  School  annex  were  redecorated  and 
carpeted.  In  1964  the  pipe  organ  was  re- 
built, requiring  additional  pipes  and  a  new 
console.  That  project  cost  $7,000. 

"The  parsonage  was  built  during  the  pas- 
torate of  Rev.  E.  Garver  Williams  on  a  lot 
adjoining  the  church  property  along  the 
south  line.  This  lot  was  purchased  from 
George  Heilig  on  February  9,  1903,  by  Dr. 
M.  A.  Foil  and  later  by  him  deeded  to  the 
church.  Currently,  the  parsonage  is  being 
used  as  an  educational  unit  for  children. 

"Land  was  purchased  for  a  cemetery  in 
May  1897,  and  deeded  to  the  trustees  of 
St.  James  Church  and  their  successors. 
The  cemetery  is  located  on  Walnut  Street, 
which  was  purchased  from  May  Jackson 
for  the  sum  of  $25.  A  second  lot,  across 
the  street,  was  deeded  to  the  trustees  of 
St.  James  Church  for  cemetery  purposes  in 
July  1950  by  Mr  and  Mrs.  Winfred  Petrea. 
A  provision  in  that  deed  says  'to  set  aside 
an  area  of  not  less  than  500  square  feet  of 
said  land  for  a  burial  plot  for  persons  who 
are  unable  to  purchase  or  otherwise 
acquire  a  burial  place.' 

"In  January  1945,  a  Cemetery  TVust  Fund 
was  set  up  by  L.H.  Barringer,  Hoy  A. 
Moose  and  Mrs.  G.L.  Herrin. 

"In  keeping  with  its  tradition,  this  church 
maintains  an  active  parish  program,  invol- 
ving a  Sunday  School,  Church  Women, 
Men's  Fellowship  and  appropriate  youth 
groups.  It  has  a  reputation  for  liberally  sup- 
porting all  benevolent  causes  conceived 
and  approved  by  the  denomination.  In 
1920,  during  the  Great  Forward  Movement 
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promoted  by  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States,  state  director  J.  Tilden 
Hedrick,  after  a  very  happy  and  successful 
visit  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  remarked,  'that  he 
had  no  further  doubts  for  the  success  of 
this  great  denominational  enterprise  in 
North  Carolina.'  Other  impressive  instances 
of  undivided  support  in  recent  years  could 
very  easily  be  recounted.  Never  numeric- 
ally strong,  St.  James  nevertheless  has 
wielded  a  tremendous  influence  for  good 
throughout  the  Classis  of  North  Carolina 
and  its  successor,  The  Southern  Synod,  and 
may  be  relied  upon  to  continue  in  charac- 
ter in  the  Southern  Conference  of  the 
United  Church  of  Christ." 

In  addition,  the  following  passages  were 
included  in  the  program  issued  during 
the  50th  Anniversary  of  St.  James  on 
December  3,  1944: 

"An  organization  which  has  contributed 
much  to  the  life  of  St.  James  Church  is  the 
Women's  Missionary  Society.  It  was  first 
organized  January  7,  1905,  with  the  follow- 
ing charter  members:  Mesdames  J.L.C. 
Miller,  president;  A.W.  Moose,  L.J.  Foil, 
S.T.  Fisher,  W.G.H.  Barringer,  S.C.  Kluttz, 
Jennie  Fisher;  Misses  Jennie  Kluttz,  Ella 
Moose,  Pvate  Barringer,  Mattie  Moose  and 
Lillie  Barringer.  The  charter  was  amended 
September  16,  1911,  and  the  name  was 
changed  to  the  Woman's  Missionary  and 
Aid  Society.  Then,  on  December  7,  1941, 
the  group  was  again  reorganized,  this  time 
into  the  Women's  Guild.  This  fine  group 
v/as  further  augmented  in  strength  when 
an  Evening  Circle  was  organized  in  1942. 

"Among  our  young  people  there  have  been 
several  organizations.  A  Mission  Band  was 
organized  in  1905.  For  well  over  30  years,  it 


was  a  very  active  group.  Members  remem- 
ber it  as  being  most  active  under  the  lead- 
ership of  Mrs.  C.W  Warlick.  It  was  replaced 
with  an  energetic  Girls'  Guild  that  con- 
tinued for  several  years.  At  the  beginning 
of  1944,  a  Youth  Fellowship  was  organized, 
and  it  continues  to  be  a  flourishing  group 
at  the  present  time. 

"Of  no  small  importance  in  the  life  of 
the  church  has  been  the  Sunday  School. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  estimate  the 
far-reaching  influence  that  it  has  wielded. 
Through  it,  our  children  and  adults 
alike  have  been  taught  the  word  of  God 
and  brought  closer  to  the  Church  of  Christ. 
Most  credit  is  due  to  the  many  faithful 
officers  and  teachers  who  have  served  in 
its  ranks. 

"The  growth  of  St.  James  Church  has  not 
been  rapid,  but  it  has  been  substantial, 
and  the  community  has  felt  the  influence 
of  its  work.  It  has  always  promoted  inter- 
denominational cooperation  and  unity. 
In  the  person  of  Rev.  John  M.  Peck,  it  has 
contributed  one  of  the  outstanding  minis- 
ters of  our  church.  Another  of  its  former 
members,  Charles  L.  Fisher,  is  now  a 
minister  in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  still 
another  member,  Frederick  Lowder,  is 
licensed,  though  he  is  not  now  in  the 
active  ministry.  Several  of  the  lay  members 
have  rendered  notable  service  to  the 
church  at  large,  such  as  Dr  M.A.  Foil  and 
O.A.  Barringer,  who  have  served  loyally  for 
many  years  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Catawba  College. 

"Out  of  the  eight  charter  members,  all  are 
in  the  Church  Triumphant  except  one,  Dr 
M.A.  Foil.  Dr.  Foil  has  been  a  faithful  and 
loyal  member  throughout  the  50  years  of 
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history,  rendering  services  large  and  small 
that  are  far  too  innumerable  to  mention. 
We  hereby  pay  tribute  to  him  and  to  those 
seven  other  courageous  souls  who,  with 
Dr  Paul  Barringer,  founded  St.  James 
Church." 

And,  at  the  dedication  of  the  new  Sunday 
School  building  on  June  15,  1969,  the 
following  information  was  included  in  the 
day's  program: 

"For  40  years,  the  present  church  building 
with  its  Sunday  School  rooms  and  base- 
ment served  the  various  Sunday  School 
classes.  Then,  when  the  parsonage  was  no 
longer  occupied  as  the  home  for  the  min- 
ister, the  children  of  the  Sunday  School 
used  the  old  parsonage  for  Sunday  School 
purposes.  For  the  past  six  years,  this  has 
been  the  religious  educational  pattern  for 
those  under  12  years  of  age. 

"Realizing  that  additional  building  would  be 
necessary  in  the  years  ahead,  the  Sunday 
School  began  in  1960  to  place  its  offering 
each  first  Sunday  of  the  month  in  a  Build- 
ing Fund.  By  the  end  of  1967,  this  fimd  had 
grown  to  $7,637.68.  A  Long-range  Planning 
Committee  was  authorized  by  the  congre- 
gation in  January  1964,  to  study  possibili- 
ties for  future  development.  Early  in  1968, 
Herman  Barringer  and  sisters,  Miss  Ruth 
Barringer  and  Mrs.  Mary  Splude,  children 
of  the  founder  of  St.  James  Church,  offered 
$14,000  as  a  challenge  to  the  congregation 
to  proceed  soon  with  a  new  Sunday  School 
Building  and  parsonage.  Following  our 
congregational  meeting  in  January  1968, 
the  Consistory  asked  M.D.  Swaringen 
Jr  and  Fred  Morrison  to  contact  builders 
and  get  an  estimate  on  cost  of  a  new 
parsonage  and  new  Sunday  School  build- 


ing. Their  report  was  received  by  the 
congregation  on  March  24,  1968,  and  the 
congregation  then  elected  a  Building 
Committee  and  a  Finance  Committee  to 
further  consider  possibilities  of  building 
operations  to  be  started  soon. 

"As  the  Building  Committee  and  the 
Finance  Committee  continued  to  study 
plans  for  the  Sunday  School  building  and 
parsonage  during  the  summer  of  1968,  the 
McAllister  property,  immediately  east  of 
our  church  property,  became  available, 
and  the  decision  was  reached  to  purchase 
and  renovate  this  house  rather  than  build 
a  new  parsonage. 

"After  conferences  on  the  grounds  with 
architects  and  draftsmen,  plans  for  the 
Sunday  School  building  were  developed  by 
Mr  M.E.  Davis,  draftsman  for  Cabarrus 
Construction  Company.  The  Long-range 
Planning  Committee  joined  with  the 
Building  Committee  in  recommending  that 
we  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  with  the 
erection  of  the  Sunday  School  building. 
The  congregation  gave  its  affirmative  vote 
on  September  15,  1968.  Several  weeks  later, 
the  congregation  approved  two  more 
rooms  to  the  original  plans.  The  contract 
was  then  signed. 

"A  ground-breaking  service  was  held  on 
December  1,  1968,  and  the  following  day, 
Cabarrus  Construction  Company  began 
excavation  for  the  foundation.  Building 
operations  continued  through  the  winter, 
and  the  new  Sunday  School  building  was 
completed  and  turned  over  to  us  by  the 
contractor  the  week  before  Easter 

"When  the  congregation  voted  in  March 
1968  to  elect  committees  to  make  plans  for 
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building  and  provide  funds  for  same,  there 
was  approximately  $8,000  in  the  Building 
Fund  and  $6,000  held  in  other  assets. 
At  that  time  it  was  estimated  that  we  would 
need  approximately  $54,000  for  a  parson- 
age and  Sunday  School  building.  A  later 
vote  added  about  $6,000  more  to  our  needs. 
Therefore,  our  total  has  run  beyond  $60,000, 
including  the  purchase  and  renovation 
of  the  McAllister  house  for  our  parsonage. 
Since  March  1968,  more  than  $40,000  has 
been  contributed  to  our  Building  Fund. 
The  Sunday  School  building  cost  approxi- 
mately $37,000,  and  the  purchase  and 
renovation  of  the  McAllister  house  is 
approximately  $25,000. 

"The  new  building  is  38  feet  wide  and 
60  feet  long  and  contains  2,280  square  feet 
on  each  floor  The  top  floor  is  so  arranged 
that  an  additional  360  square  feet  of 
vestibule  and  restrooms  in  the  old  Sunday 
School  building  have  been  made  a  part 
of  the  new  building,  thus  giving  the  effect 
of  2,640  square  feet  on  the  level  of  the 
church  floor  On  this  floor  are  seven  rooms 
for  Sunday  School  purposes  and  a  church 
office.  These  rooms  vary  in  size  from 
a  Children's  Assembly  room  of  360  square 
feet  to  a  children's  classroom  of  150  square 
feet. 

"On  the  ground  floor  is  the  assembly  hall, 
which  will  provide  for  175  people.  This  is 
designed  as  a  social  room  and  dining 
room.  The  kitchen  of  the  old  basement  has 
been  enlarged  and  refinished. 

"The  new  building  is  of  brick  and  block 
construction  to  correspond  with  the  church 
building  to  which  it  is  attached.  It  is 
heated  with  a  gas  furnace  with  forced  air. 
All  floors  are  finished  in  vinyl  tile." 


Members  of  the  Building  Committee  for 
the  project,  elected  by  the  congregation 
by  open  ballot,  were  Fred  Morrison,  chair- 
man; Ralph  Austin,  secretary;  Mrs. 
Herman  Barringer,  Mrs.  York  Cress  and 
G.L.  Herrin  Jr 

Members  of  the  Finance  Committee  for 
the  project,  elected  by  the  congregation  by 
open  ballot,  were  Hoy  Moose,  chairman; 
Mrs.  Ralph  Austin,  secretary;  Arthur  Lee 
Kluttz,  Lester  McCarn  and  Mrs.  Fred 
Morrison. 


M'inutes  of  church  meetings 
provide  more  than  the  official 
record  of  the  church's  business. 
A  review  of  the  minutes  of  the 
meetings  of  the  St.  James  Consistory  gives  special 
insight  into  the  people,  the  times  and  the  events  that 
shaped  the  church  through  the  years.  These  selected 
excerpts  also  reveal  how  certain  traditions  and 
memorial  gifts  became  synonomous  with  St.  James. 


May  30,  1906 

First  meeting  of  the  Joint  Consistory  of 
Bethel  (Bear  Creek),  St.  James  and  Boger 
churches  met  at  Bear  Creek.  "Motion  was 
made  to  accept  the  order  of  the  Classis 
and  the  above  congregations  form  a  charge 
to  be  known  as  the  Bear  Creek  Charge." 

November  6,  1906 

"...  Then  the  parsonage  question  was  dis- 
cussed and  A.W.  Moose  made  the  following 
motion,  which  carried,  that  W.A.  Lyerly, 
W.A.  Shoe,  Dr  M.A.  Foil,  J.L.C.  Miller  and 
J.  A.  Watts  be  appointed  to  a  Building 
Committee  to  build  a  parsonage  and  neces- 
sary out  buildings  (on  lot  belonging  to  St. 
James)  for  said  charge.  Three  members  of 
said  committee  to  constitute  a  quorum 
and  said  committee  shall  keep  a  record  of 
accounts  from  each  church  in  charge, 
and  in  case  of  separation,  St.  James  shall 
pay  each  church  (Bethel  and  Boger)  the 
amount  put  in.  All  repairs  to  be  kept  up  by 
St.  James." 


January  8,  1913 

"Resolved  that  the  pastor's  request  of  teach- 
ing at  the  Collegiate  Institute  be  granted, 
provided  it  does  not  conflict  with  his  offi- 
cial duties  as  pastor" 

June  3,  1913 

Before  the  Joint  Consistory,  the  first  item 
as  follows:  "Brethren:  Inasmuch  as  there 
is  apparent  friction  between  the  members 
and  pastor  of  the  Bear  Creek  Charge,  the 
pastor  of  the  said  charge  does  hereby 
submit  his  resignation  on  this  third  day  of 
June  nineteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  the 
same  to  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of 
September  nineteen  hundred  and  thirteen. 
Signed,  Pastor." 

At  the  same  meeting,  second  item 
discussed  as  follows:  "We  the  officers  of 
Boger  Reformed  Church  in  the  name  of 
the  congregation  do  not  accept  the  pastor's 
resignation.  Such  action,  we  believe,  will 
ruin  our  work." 


June  15,  1913 

"It  was  decided  to  not  have  divine  services 
at  the  regular  time  on  the  first  Sunday 
nights  of  July  and  August  on  account  of 
the  extreme  hot  weather." 

June  13,  1914 

"There  being  no  further  business,  the 
meeting  was  adjourned  by  repeating  the 
Lord's  Prayer." 

March  26,  1916 

"A  call  meeting  of  the  church  to  decide  if 
the  resolution  made  by  the  Consistory 
to  install  electric  lights  in  the  church  and 
parsonage  should  be  adopted  or  not.  The 
vote  carried  and  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed to  have  the  work  done." 

January  10,  1917 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Joint  Consistory, 
"Elders  reported  annual  picnic  held  at 
Luther  Moose's  grove  and  found  to  be  a 
success.  On  motion,  the  superintendents 
of  each  Sunday  School  be  a  committee  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  annual  Sunday 
School  picnic  ...  ." 

At  that  same  meeting,  "There  has  been 
added  to  the  roll  of  membership  by 
confirmation  and  letter,  94;  a  gain  of  33 
percent.  The  Sunday  School  rolls  have 
been  increased  from  468  to  540,  and  the 
average  attendance  at  Sunday  School 
from  263  to  307.  The  largest  increase  has 
been  in  the  Boger  congregation.  There 
has  been  no  substantial  increase  in  the 
St.  James  congregation  due  to  the  fact  that 
several  families  have  left  Mt.  Pleasant  and 
none  have  come  to  take  their  place.  . . . 
Besides  the  outer  evidence  of  growth,  there 
is  harmony  and  cooperation  within  and 
between  the  churches,  that  make  the  work 
a  pleasure  and  a  joy  to  pastor  and  people." 


October  20,  1917 

"A  discussion  of  out-of-town  members  was 
entered  into  and  the  pastor  was  instructed 
to  write  them  for  benevolent  contributions 
and  also  to  learn  of  their  purposes  in 
continuing  their  membership.  The  duplex- 
envelope  system  was  ordered  to  be  tried 
for  one  year,  and  if  found  to  work  satisfac- 
torily, it  would  become  permanent." 

January  26,  1919 

"Motion  by  M.A.  Foil  and  seconded  by 
G.W.  Watts  that  each  congregation  accept 
the  war  emergency  challenge  to  raise 
the  apportioned  amount  allotted  each  one 
as  follows:  Bethel,  $65;  St.  James,  $50; 
and  Boger,  $20." 

July  lo,  1921 

"At  a  meeting  of  St.  James  Reformed 
Church  members,  a  vote  was  taken  to 
decide  whether  to  remodel  the  old  church 
or  to  rebuild.  The  vote  carried  in  favor  of 
rebuilding,  and  a  committee  of  10  was 
appointed  to  visit  other  modern  churches 
in  the  nearby  towns  and  decide  on  the 
plan  to  offer  for  a  new  church.  The  com- 
mittee members  were  J.L.C.  Miller,  A.W. 
Moose,  J.L.  Peck,  O.A.  Barringer,  W.B.  Foil, 
Mrs.  Lawson  Herrin,  Mrs.  M.A.  Foil,  Mrs. 
Horace  E.  Foil,  Mrs.  L.E.  Foil  and  Mrs.  S.C. 
Kluttz." 

August  14,  1921 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  church  membership 
a  plan  for  a  new  church  was  accepted  and 
on  a  vote  a  committee  of  three  was 
appointed  to  estimate  and  apportion  each 
family  for  subscription,  and  it  was  decided 
if  the  sum  of  $10,000  could  be  assured,  that 
the  new  church  should  be  started  within 
a  year." 
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September  4,  1921 

"So  far,  $12,100  was  reported  subscribed 
and  the  building  committee  was  instructed 
to  look  forward  to  the  laying  of  plans  and 
getting  out  of  specifications  and  materials 
for  the  erection  of  the  proposed  new  church. 
The  Foil  Auditorium  was  offered  as  a  place 
for  worship." 

October  9,  1921 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Joint  Consistory, 
"Motion  carried  to  secure  C.W.  Warlick  for 
supply  for  Bear  Creek  Charge  for  the  term 
of  six  months  or  the  entire  term  of  graded 
school  at  Mt.  Pleasant  at  which  time  the 
supply  expires." 

December  i,  1921 

"At  a  called  meeting,  the  actual  construc- 
tion work  was  postponed  from  the  summer 
of  1922  to  summer  of  1923  on  account  of 
the  unfortunate  situation  created  from  a 
fire  which  wrought  complete  destruction  of 
the  lumber  plant  of  J.L.C.  Miller,  which 
would  take  some  time  to  get  in  readiness 
again  for  work  necessary  in  preparation  for 
the  building  material  for  the  new  church." 

November  19,  1923 

"At  this  time  the  new  building  was  under 
construction  and  the  roof  was  just  com- 
pleted. The  interior  was  being  finished 
with  some  delay  on  account  of  memorial 
windows." 

January  1924 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Joint  Consistory, 
"Motion  carried  that  the  next  Joint  Con- 
sistory meeting  be  held  in  St.  James 
Church,  Mt.  Pleasant,  the  second  Wednes- 
day in  January  1925  at  10  o'clock.  St. 
James  to  give  all  members  and  their  wives 
dinner  in  the  basement  of  the  new  church. 


Each  member  to  notify  one  week  ahead 
who  will  be  present  so  as  all  arrangements 
can  be  made  to  entertain  same." 

January  29,  1928 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  Consistory,  the  Ladies 
Missionary  Society  was  granted  permission 
to  install  a  restroom  and  a  kitchen  in  the 
basement  of  the  church." 

January  10,  1937 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Joint  Consistory,  "It 
was  ordered  to  have  a  phone  placed  in  the 
parsonage  and  each  congregation  was  to 
pay  one-third  of  the  dues  or  raise  the  pas- 
tor's salary  50  cents  per  month." 

October  lo,  1943 

"Paul  Foil  and  Paul  Petrea  were  authorized 
to  build  a  coal  bin  in  the  basement.  . . . 
a  cord  of  pine  wood  was  ordered  to  start 
the  fire  with." 

January  15,  1944 

"A  bill  for  a  coal  bin  and  coal  for  the  church 
and  a  chicken  house  for  the  parsonage  was 
ordered  paid." 

January  5,  1946 

"The  secretary  was  instructed  to  keep 
bulletins  of  each  service  and  file  them  for 
reference.  . . .  Mrs.  Myrtle  Shue  wants 
Warren's  name  [her  son,  killed  in  action] 
kept  on  the  Kingdom  Roll  Call  and  she 
will  pay  his  pledges  as  long  as  she  lives. 
This  is  a  lovely  way  to  show  one's  devotion 
for  a  loved  one  and  it  is  greatly  appreciated 
by  the  Consistory." 

January  12,  1947 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Joint  Consistory,  "As 
there  was  some  talk  of  Synod  dividing  the 
charge  by  putting  Boger  with  Lower  Stone 
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and  Mt.  Hope  to  form  another  charge, 
the  Bear  Creek  Charge  went  on  record  as 
opposing  this  change." 

April  13,  1947 

"At  a  congregational  meeting  after  Sunday 
School,  the  congregation  voted  to  back  the 
Consistory  in  remodeling  the  church  and 
installing  an  oil-burning  heat  plant  to  cost 
around  $5,000." 

1950 

"The  church  was  rewired  at  a  cost 
of  $200.  Ivey's  was  paid  10  percent  of  the 
total  for  new  carpet." 

January  7,  1952 

"Treasurer  reported  that  all  bills  for  1951 
had  been  paid  in  full  and  that  no  money 
had  to  be  borrowed  for  our  remodeling 
program  which  was  completed  during  the 
year." 

1952 

"We  voted  to  go  to  the  Little  White  Church 
this  year  if  other  churches  in  the  charge 
agree  to  go." 

July  9,  1952 

Pastor  mentions  organization  of  the  Men's 
Brotherhood. 

November  2,  1952 

"Decided  to  have  a  recording  secretary  for 
the  congregation,  serving  both  the  church 
and  Sunday  School  to  record  all  things 
of  importance  during  the  year  which  might 
be  of  value  later.  . . .  Also  it  was  decided  to 
have  an  early  morning  service  Christmas 
morning  with  breakfast  following  service 
in  the  church  basement  with  church  pay- 
ing for  the  meal.  Hoy  Moose  was  to  chair 
the  committee." 


December  27,  1953 

"At  a  call  meeting  of  the  Joint  Consistory, 
. . .  after  some  discussion  ...  be  it  resolved 
that  we  the  members  of  Bethel  Church 
desire  to  become  self-supporting,  hereby 
petitioning  the  Joint  Consistory  of  the  Bear 
Creek  Charge  to  request  Southern  Synod 
to  divide  the  present  charge  making  it 
to  consist  of  Bethel  Church  as  one  charge 
and  St.  James  and  Boger  as  the  other.  . . . 
A  roll  call  vote  was  taken,  and  the  result  was 
19  for  and  one  against  the  resolution.  . . . 
All  of  the  members  present  signed  the 
resolution  and  the  secretary  forwarded  it  to 
the  president  of  the  Synod." 

November  20,  1956 

"It  was  agreed  to  ask  the  Men's  Brother- 
hood to  take  the  planting  of  water  oak  trees 
in  the  church  and  parsonage  yards  as  a 
project." 

March  4,  1957 

"The  Blue  Masque  Players  of  Catawba 
College  are  to  present  on  Sunday,  March 
24,  the  play,  Everyman.  A  check  for  $25 
will  be  presented  to  them." 

August  12,  1957 

"It  was  reported  that  the  women  of  the 
church  would  have  a  bake  sale  to  raise 
money  to  pay  our  quota  ($195.60)  for  im- 
provements at  Nazareth  Children's  Home." 

October  14,  1957 

"$109  was  realized  from  the  bake  sale  held 
by  the  women  of  the  church.  Another 
bake  sale  is  scheduled  for  the  Wednesday 
before  Thanksgiving."  . . .  Our  quota  for 
the  Blowing  Rock  Assembly  Grounds 
for  1958  is  $61.50.  Each  member  is  asked 
to  contribute  50  cents." 
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December  6,  1959 

"Approved  and  adopted  budget  of  $5,765.78 
for  1960." 

November  6,  i960 

"100  hymnals  with  maroon  bindings  are  to 
be  purchased  by  individual  members  of  the 
church.  The  old  hymnals  were  to  be  given 
to  Clainton  Park  Church  (Mission), 
Charlotte,  N.C." 

May  7,  1961 

"The  young  people  of  St.  James  have  gone 
on  record  as  favoring  a  stronger  program 
of  evangelism.  Means  of  strengthening  this 
phase  of  our  church  work  were  discussed. 
Sunday  night  union  services  and  a  house- 
to-house  check  of  non-members  was 
recommended." 

February  11,  1962 

"The  Consistory's  monthly  meeting  was 
opened  by  Rev.  Shepherd  reading  from 
I  John  4:  7-21,  followed  by  prayer.  This 
being  Race  Relations  Sunday,  he  talked  to 
us  about  the  need  for  our  being  prepared 
for  any  changes  along  these  lines." 

July  12,  1964 

"The  Consistory  met  at  the  home  of  Dr. 
Peck.  ...  At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting, 
Mrs.  Peck  served  delicious  refreshments 
which  immediately  became  the  center  of 
attraction." 

February  13,  1966 

"Each  member  of  the  Consistory  and  Dr. 
Peck  contributed  $5  to  a  fund  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  choir  at  a  dinner.  The 
Consistory  voted  any  balance  left  after  the 
cost  of  this  dinner  be  put  into  the  Building 


Fund.  It  appears  there  will  be  a  balance  of 
approximately  $25." 

November  5,  1967 

"Consistory  voted  to  take  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Music  Committee  to  have 
the  Charles  E.  Wilson  Organ  Co.  to  service 
the  church  organ.  We  are  to  pay  plane  fare 
of  $171  and  $30  per  day  for  each  man. 
We  are  to  send  $200  in  advance  to  them." 

December  3,  1967 

"Herman  Barringer  met  with  the  Consis- 
tory and  reports  he  will  pledge  $14,000 
from  his  family  if  the  church  will  build  an 
educational  building  and  parsonage  on  the 
present  church  property" 

March  3,  1968 

"Permission  is  granted  to  move  the 
communion  cabinet  to  a  more  convenient 
location." 

August  25,  1968 

"The  Consistory  voted  unanimously  to 
approve  the  report  of  the  Building  Com- 
mittee to  construct  a  Sunday  School 
building  and  to  renovate  the  McAllister 
property." 

February  2,  1969 

"Three  pictures  at  $2  each  of  the  ground- 
breaking ceremony  have  been  sent  to  the 
Southern  Conference  News." 

May  4,  1969 

"Dr.  Peck  will  order  name  plates  for  the 
restrooms  and  pastor's  study.  Ralph  Austin 
will  meet  with  the  Decorating  Committee 
and  reach  a  decision  on  draperies.  Lined 
fiberglass  drapes  and  rods  will  cost 
approximately  $35  for  each  window.  This 
decision  will  be  final.  Arthur  Lee  Kluttz 
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will  place  screens  on  windows  in  the 
educational  building  not  to  exceed  $73.50." 

April  7,  1970 

"It  was  reported  that  we  need  about  $668 
for  air  conditioning  sometime  next  week. 
It  was  recommended  that  this  amount  be 
raised  if  possible  by  an  effort  this  Sunday." 

August  z,  1970 

"Screens  need  to  be  replaced  in  towers  to  keep 
pigeons  out.  ...  It  was  suggested  that  mow- 
ing be  done  in  the  latter  part  of  the  week  so 
that  it  would  look  better  on  Sundays." 

April  4,  1971 

"The  cost  to  enter  the  softball  league  will 
be  $79  ($15  entry  fee  and  $64  insurance) 
and  would  be  split  with  Bear  Creek.  It 
was  decided  that  we  would  raise  our  part." 

January  9,  1972 

"It  was  reported  that  the  old  garage  is 
ready  to  be  torn  down.  It  is  hoped  that 
there  will  be  enough  2  x  4s  to  build  a  par- 
tition in  the  garage  and  for  the  minister's 
use  and  that  the  bricklaying  class  at 
the  school  (which  built  the  new  garage) 
can  have  what  is  left." 

August  2,  1972 

"One  hundred  persons  attended  worship 
service  at  Blowing  Rock.  Food  was  good. 
Was  recommended  that  we  get  Little 
White  Church  again  next  year  Fifth  Sunday 
(July  29,  1973)  is  available.  Must  decide  by 
September  if  we  want  to  reserve  it." 

November  5,  1972 

"The  Christmas  program  for  our  church 
will  be  held  December  25  at  7  a.m.  to 
be  followed  by  breakfast  sponsored  by  the 
members  of  the  Men's  Brotherhood." 


May  19,  1974 

"The  Consistory  approved  the  purchase  of 
a  new  electric  water  heater  for  the  church 
kitchen  to  replace  the  gas  heater  . . .  The 
church  will  sponsor  a  child  from  the 
Nazareth  Children's  Home  to  John's  River 
Camp  for  $30." 

April  6,  1975 

"It  was  decided  to  use  special  envelopes 
every  fifth  Sunday  for  the  Catawba 
Heritage  Fund  offering." 

October  5,  1975 

"Consistory  approved  having  preparatory 
service  for  Holy  Communion  the  previous 
Sunday  instead  of  Friday  evenings." 

December  14,  1975 

"Lee  Moose,  on  behalf  of  the  Ladies  Sunday 
School  Class,  asked  permission  to  start  a 
project  to  install  cushions  in  the  sanctuary 
pews.  Permission  granted." 

March  7,  1976 

"It  was  discussed  that  the  Ladies  Guild 
wanted  to  sell  the  quilts  which  they've 
made  the  past  few  months.  The  Consistory 
voted  to  let  them  sell  the  quilts  by  auction 
or  highest  offer  rather  than  with  raffle 
tickets." 

April  4,  1976 

"It  was  agreed  by  the  Consistory  to  let  the 
ladies  have  the  old  dishes  for  the  May  yard 
sale." 

October  3,  1976 

"A  motion  was  made  and  approved  to  let 
the  ladies  make  some  changes  in  the 
kitchen.  The  changes  are  to  be:  recover  the 
counter  tops,  replace  the  gas  stove  with 
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an  electric  stove,  cut  down  legs  of  table 
in  the  middle  of  the  floor  and  reverse  the 
door  so  that  it  opens  out.  After  some  dis- 
cussion, it  was  voted  and  passed  to  build  a 
wall  at  the  cemetery." 

January  z,  1977 

"Rev.  Byerly  announced  that  he  had  that 
day  received  a  contribution  from  Price 
Russell,  Bebe  Russell  and  Gloria  Griffin  to 
be  used  to  buy  a  compete  new  communion 
set  to  be  in  memory  of  Beulah  Russell." 

February  6,  1977 

"Motion  made  by  Whit  Moose  to  schedule 
meetings  in  Consistory  members'  homes  to 
conserve  energy." 

May  22,  1977 

During  a  congregational  meeting,  Ralph 
Austin,  chairman  of  the  Consistory,  re- 
ported that  anonymous  donors  had  con- 
tributed $3,500  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Cooke  property  to  expand  the  cemetery. 
"The  congregation  voted  unanimously  to 
accept  the  gift  with  thanks." 

July  II,  1977 

"A  motion  to  follow  the  recommendations 
of  the  Church  and  Ministry  Board  was 
made  by  George  Foil  and  seconded  by 
Whit  Moose  that  on  January  1,  1978, 
St.  James  Church  sever  its  relationship 
with  Boger  Church  and  become  self- 
supporting  and  that  a  call  be  issued  to 
Rev.  Byerly  to  become  the  full-time  pastor 
of  St.  James." 

August  21,  1977 

Congregation  votes  97-0  that  on 
September  1,  1977,  St.  James  becomes  a 
self-supporting,  one-church  charge. 


February  i,  1978 

"There  was  a  discussion  about  Our 
Christian  World  Mission  (O.C.W.M.)  Fund 
being  diverted  to  help  the  Wilmington  10 
and  about  some  churches  in  the  area  desig- 
nating what  missions  they  wished  to  sup- 
port. Rev.  Byerly  was  asked  to  obtain  a  list 
of  the  missions  that  we  help  support." 

June  4,  1978 

"Congregational  meeting  last  Sunday 
gave  its  approval  for  the  kitchen  renova- 
tion project.  ...  A  committee,  consisting  of 
Rev.  Byerly,  G.L.  Herrin  and  Whit  Moose, 
was  appointed  to  review  church  money 
being  sent  to  the  Southern  Conference  and 
National  Conference  and  to  determine 
how  and  where  our  money  is  designated." 

August  6,  1978 

"Rev.  Byerly  reported  at  length  on  the 
disposition  of  the  funds  we  raise  for 
O.C.W.M.  Consistory  approved  $600  to  be 
paid  to  Southern  Conference  now  for 
Southern  Conference  use  only  and  $400 
for  the  National  Conference  to  be  paid  at 
a  later  date,  not  designated  as  yet." 

September  9,  1979 

"The  John's  River  Campground  is  in  need 
of  funds  to  build  a  new  bathhouse.  A  special 
offering  was  discussed  and  approved  for 
Sunday,  October  21." 

October  7,  1979 

"A  Christmas  cantata  will  be  hosted  by 
St.  James  with  participation  of  other  com- 
munity churches.  Mr  Hodges,  music 
director  at  the  high  school,  will  direct." 

January  13,  1980 

"The  first  Sunday  church  school  collection 
is  to  remain  with  the  church  school  rather 
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than  going  to  the  Building  Fund  as  before. 
. . .  Family  night  will  be  held  January  26  to 
present  the  1980  yearbook.  Also,  an  audio 
visual  program  will  be  presented  from  Lan- 
caster Theological  Seminary  about  the  need 
to  support  the  seminary's  renovation  pro- 
gram. Fifth  Sunday  donations  will  be  desig- 
nated to  this  cause  throughout  the  year." 

February  3,  1980 

"A  motion  was  made  by  Miriam  Foil  and 
seconded  by  Ben  Rummage  to  establish  a 
church  library  to  house  the  books  left  to 
the  church  by  Fred  Lowder  The  room  now 
designated  as  the  church  office  will  be 
converted.  . . .  Security  of  the  church  and 
altar  brass  was  discussed,  and  it  was  de- 
cided to  keep  all  the  doors  secured  except 
the  main  door  facing  down  Walnut  Street." 

April  13,  1980 

"Mable  Lowder  has  offered  to  have  spot- 
lights installed  over  the  pulpit  and  lectern 
in  the  main  sanctuary  . . .  Another  member 
has  offered  to  install  an  audio  system  from 
the  altar  to  the  Sunday  School  department." 

August  10,  1980 

"Rev.  Byerly  presented  a  letter  from  the 
National  Committee  for  the  Prevention 
of  Child  Abuse,  which  is  supported  by 
Gov.  Hunt.  September  21-27  is  designated 
National  Child  Abuse  Prevention  Week. 
It  was  decided  that  the  congregation  be 
given  the  opportunity  to  contribute 
voluntarily." 

October  5,  1980 

"The  Youth  Fellowship  will  be  making 
several  Advent  banners  and  would 
like  to  hang  these  on  the  slide-up  doors 
in  the  main  sanctuary.  . . .  The  Ladies 
Circle  would  like  to  decorate  the  main 


sanctuary  in  a  Harvest  Home  theme  one 
Sunday  before  Thanksgiving.  Both  requests 
approved  by  general  consensus." 

February  22,  1981 

"Meeting  was  called  to  meet  Rev.  Everette 
Neese  as  a  possible  supply  minister  while  a 
new  minister  may  be  called.  Motion  for 
a  12-month  contract  was  passed." 

April  5,  1981 

"St.  James  softball  team  would  like  sup- 
port for  entering  the  church  league.  Will 
have  both  male  and  female  teams  this  year 
Motion  to  pay  half  of  entry  fee  passed." 

May  3,  1981 

"Rev.  Neese  proposed  that  potted  chrysan- 
themums be  presented  to  the  youngest 
and  oldest  mothers  present  at  service  on 
Mother's  Day." 

June  7,  1981 

"The  pigeons  around  the  church  and 
the  old  parsonage  were  discussed.  It  was 
decided  to  have  them  removed.  Ralph 
Austin  said  he  would  get  someone." 

May  2,  1982 

"Locks  on  the  front  doors  have  been  in- 
stalled. Cost  of  the  locks  was  donated 
by  the  supplier  Keys  will  be  appropriately 
distributed  in  near  future.  . . .  Ti:-easurer 
requested  permission  to  put  good  portion 
of  checking  account  balance  into  savings 
account  to  earn  5  percent  interest.  This 
was  agreed  upon." 

August  9,  1982 

"Chairman  Ralph  Austin  reported  that  the 
speaker  system  for  the  church  had  been 
finalized  and  installation  would  be  the 
week  of  August  20.  He  discussed  plans  for 
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securing  estimates  on  pew  cushions  and 
appointed  a  committee  to  coordinate  this: 
G.L.  Herrin,  Polly  Moose,  Evelyn  Dove, 
M.D.  Swaringen  and  Bob  Hughes." 

June  Sr  19B3 

"Choir  robe  cabinet  was  completed  and 
compliments  to  Arthur  Kluttz  and  Reece 
Kluttz  for  a  good  job." 

June  21,  1983 

"Mary  Evans  Barringer  wishes  to  install 
an  eternal  light  in  the  sanctuary  in  memo- 
ry of  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  Evans 
Foil.  This  was  accepted.  Ben  Rummage 
made  motion  to  put  a  U.S.  flag  and  church 
flag  in  the  sanctuary.  Seconded  by  M.D. 
Swaringen  and  carried." 

July  10,  1983 

"Mrs.  Dorothy  Glasnapp  requested  that 
funds  received  in  Ralph's  memory  be  put 
in  a  memorial  fund  for  youth  work. 
Will  be  put  to  vote  at  the  next  meeting." 

August  7,  1983 

"Flags  for  the  altar  to  be  placed  by 
Robert  Stanley  McCarn  and  Susanne 
McCarn  McMahan  in  memory  of  their 
grandparents,  Paul  and  Ethel  Moose. 

September  28,  1983 

"Mrs.  Glasnapp  to  give  brass  vase  for  rose 
on  altar  the  first  Sunday  after  a  newborn 
arrives.  Motion  carried.  A  decision  was 
reached  to  use  the  last  room  on  the  right 
of  church  school  as  a  historical  room." 

November  16,  1983 

"Chairman  Fred  Morrison  presented  drawing 
for  wheelchair  ramp  at  the  fi"ont  door.  After  dis- 
cussion, plan  was  approved.  Property  commit- 
tee to  get  bids  from  two  or  three  contractors." 


March  1984 

"A  church  newsletter  was  discussed,  and 
a  goal  of  one  per  quarter  was  set.  Motion 
approved.  . . .  The  problem  of  church  start- 
ing late  was  discussed.  Several  opinions 
were  rendered  with  the  conclusion  that 
everyone  should  be  more  diligent  to 
see  that  the  service  starts  on  time.  It  was 
also  suggested  that  choir  members  should 
reduce  the  noise  before  the  service  starts." 

July  8,  1984 

"The  wheelchair  ramp  is  now  complete. 
Railings  are  to  be  installed  later.  New 
railings  also  will  be  installed  at  all  of  the 
other  church  entrances  and  steps." 

August  5,  1984 

"By  a  vote  of  41-7  in  favor,  Lexan  window- 
protective  coverings  for  the  stained-glass 
windows  was  approved  at  congregational 
meeting  on  July  29." 

June  1985 

Permission  was  given  to  renovate  the 
church  vestibule. 

January  5,  1986 

"The  roofmg  job  is  not  complete.  Materials 
ordered  are  not  sufficient,  and  the  job 
will  be  finished  when  matching  shingles  are 
available.  Interest  from  endowments  will 
pay  for  the  roof.  Gas  tanks  are  to  be 
placed  and  hooked  up  by  the  gas  company, 
the  property  committee  deciding  location." 

March  i,  1987 

"It  was  decided  to  cut  back  the  old  box- 
woods severely  and  see  if  they  will  come 
out.  The  church  signs  will  be  put  up  by 
the  brotherhood.  March  15  was  selected  as 
a  target  date  for  taking  in  new  members." 
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January  1989 

"The  Consistory  voted  to  purchase  a  large 
first  aid  kit  for  the  church.  Motion  was 
made  and  approved  that  in  the  event  of  a 
medical  emergency,  First  Responders 
would  be  called." 

August  1989 

starting  in  September,  a  children's  sermon 
will  be  held  each  Sunday. 

April  7,  1991 

"Claude  Whitley  drew  excellent  plans  for 
construction  of  upstairs  and  downstairs 
bathrooms  and  for  a  recreation  area  in  the 
old  basement.  Fred  Morrison  presented 
the  plans,  and  he  will  be  responsible  for 
getting  construction  bids.  Consistory  mem- 
bers approved  this  matter" 

June  1 99 1 

"A  vote  was  taken  at  a  congregational 
meeting  to  approve  construction  of  the 
restroom  and  recreation  areas  for  the 
church.  The  cost  will  be  covered  by  solici- 
tation of  funds  from  the  congregation." 

September  1991 

"A  new  program  would  involve  the  church 
giving  a  shower  to  newly  married 
couples  or  the  birth  of  a  child.  It  would  be 
for  members  only.  It  was  voted  on  and 
approved." 

October  1991 

Private  donations  have  been  received  for 
new  carpet  in  the  sanctuary. 

December  1991 

"The  remodeling  program  has  been 
completed,  and  all  bills  have  been  paid." 


March  8,  1992 

"The  Education  Committee  is  to  purchase 
one  television  and  one  VCR  with  appropri- 
ate bids  considered.  . . .  Church  choir  is 
sanctioned  to  perform  at  the  Mt.  Pleasant 
Village." 

July  12,  1992 

"Old,  curved  pew  cushions  are  to  be  given 
to  Centergrove  United  Methodist  Church 
and  the  old  piano  will  be  given  to  AME 
Zion  Church  in  Mt.  Pleasant.  Plans  are  to 
include  St.  James  in  the  Eastern  Cabarrus 
Historical  Society's  Tours  of  Homes  in 
October" 

February  7,  1993 

"It  was  reported  that  the  choir  chairs 
have  been  paid  for  in  full.  . . .  Signs  have 
been  put  up  in  the  parking  lot  to  discourage 
skateboarding.  . . .  After  discussion  and 
reviewing  the  written  agenda  of  the  Chil- 
dren's Fellowship  organization.  Consistory 
accepted  the  group  as  part  of  church 
programs.  First  meeting  of  the  fellowship 
will  be  in  March." 

June  27,  1993 

"Consistory  voted  to  accepted  Igor  Tychkin 
into  the  membership  of  St.  James  Church 
and  to  recommend  Igor  to  in-care  status 
in  the  Western  North  Carolina  Association." 

November  -j,  1993 

"Racks  for  folding  chairs  are  here,  a  gift 
from  Mr  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Kluttz." 
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g       J       boast  masses  of  long-term  mem.bers. 
M        ■       Fewer  still  can  claim  a  member 
^^^L^  with  more  than  75  years  service  and 

attendance.  "Miss  Edith"  Moose  McAllister  has  been 
active  at  St.  James  nearly  all  of  her  92  years  and 
a  member  since  she  was  15  years  old.  Her  memories 
and  insights  give  us  a  once-in-a-lifetime  perspective. 


At  92,  Edith  Moose  McAllister  is  the  oldest 
native  of  Mt.  Pleasant.  More  importantly, 
she's  the  oldest  member  of  St.  James 
United  Church  of  Christ.  And  she  wouldn't 
have  it  any  other  way. 

"I've  gone  there  all  my  life,"  she  says.  "It's 
always  meant  a  lot  to  me,  and  I  don't  know 
any  different." 

The  daughter  of  a  Lutheran  mother  and 
a  Reformed  father  "from  Bear  Creek," 
she  still  remembers  the  little  white  church 
that  was  St.  James  before  the  present 
brick  structure  was  built  in  1923.  "My  daddy 
helped  build  the  church.  It  had  a  center 
aisle  and  a  tall,  round  stove.  On  the  right 
side  were  a  table  and  two  chairs  where 
they  fixed  communion.  The  choir  and  organ 
were  on  the  left  with  a  banister  around 
them.  And  there  was  the  Amen  Corner,' 
where  students  from  MPCI  and  Mont 
Amoena  sat.  We  gathered  around  a  round 
oil  heater  in  the  back  of  the  church  for 
Sunday  School. 


"Aunt  Molly  —  Hoy  Moose's  mother  — 
was  my  teacher  Every  Sunday  she  asked 
us  the  same  four  questions:  'Who  made 
you,  who  made  the  ark,  who's  the  oldest 
man,  who's  the  strongest  man?'  We  got 
little  cards  that  had  a  Biblical  picture  on 
the  front  and  a  lesson  on  the  back." 

She  remembers  going  to  the  auditorium 
over  Cook  &'  Foil's  Store  on  West  Franklin 
Street  for  Sunday  School  and  church  while 
the  new  church  was  under  construction 
in  1923.  "There  was  a  raised  stage  and  cur- 
tains and  a  little  dressing  room  off  to  the 
side.  It  was  convenient  and  served  us  well." 

Catechism,  or  confirmation  class  as  it's 
known  today,  "felt  like  forever  and  a  day. 
We  had  to  memorize  all  sorts  of  things.  And 
I  still  had  my  Heidelberg  Catechism  until 
I  gave  it  to  the  museum  a  few  years  ago." 
Miss  Edith  joined  St.  James  on  April  1, 
1917,  when  Rev.  Lyerly  was  pastor  "I  wore 
a  white  dress  with  a  ruffled  collar  that 
came  around  and  tied  in  the  back.  I  stood 


next  to  Elizabeth  'Tibs'  Foil,  and  we  knelt 
at  the  altar  rail." 

As  young  people,  the  teen-agers  joined 
the  Mission  Band.  Not  really  a  band  at  all, 
it  was  a  youth  group  that  met  late  Sunday 
afternoons.  "It  wasn't  really  something 
we  looked  forward  to,  but  we  went,"  she 
recalls.  "Mrs.  Otha  Barringer  led  it  and  she 
always  brought  something  from  China 
because  her  sister  was  a  missionary  there." 

Before  she  was  22,  Edith  Moose  became 
the  first  post  mistress  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  a 
political  appointment  she  held  for  seven 
years.  During  that  time,  she  married  John 
Watson  of  Wilson,  N.C.,  who  died  nearly 
seven  years  later  of  pneumonia.  Following 
two  years  as  a  young  widow,  she  met  Ben 
McAllister,  a  bricklayer  more  than  10  years 
her  senior 

'We  met  in  the  spring  and  by  gosh  we 
married  on  June  30,  but  not  at  St.  James," 
she  recalls.  "Rev.  Gerhardt,  our  minister 
was  on  vacation,  and  the  Lutheran  pastor 
was  too.  Rev.  Miller  married  us  at  St.  John's 
Lutheran  Church  parsonage." 

In  1938,  Edith  and  Ben  moved  to  1232 
North  College  Street  where  she  still  lives 
today.  "My  house  was  the  first  Methodist 
church  in  Mt.  Pleasant,"  she  says.  "It 
used  to  be  twice  as  big,  but  they  sawed  it 
in  half  before  they  sold  it.  The  house 
next  door  is  the  other  half." 

Being  within  the  belfry's  shadow  of 

St.  James  made  it  easy  to  get  involved  in 

church  activities.  "But  even  if  I  had 

lived  further  I  would  have  still  been  active. 

In  a  small  church  like  St.  James  there's 

always  plenty  to  do.  And  when  you  get  a 

job  it's  yours.  I  was  chairman  of  the  social 


committee  for  seven  or  eight  years,  and  I 
thought  I'd  never  get  rid  of  it." 

And  church  suppers  were  as  enticing 
then  as  they  are  today.  "Suppers,  suppers, 
suppers,  we  had  them.  Ethel  Moose  was 
always  the  head  knocker,  and  she  drew  us 
younger  folks  in  on  it.  Eb  (Evelyn  Dove) 
kept  the  books  on  who  brought  what. 
She  assigned  people  things  to  bring  so  we 
always  had  plenty.  I  cooked  chickens  for 
the  noodle  suppers,  and  all  the  women 
made  the  noodles.  Georgia  (Kluttz)  always 
said  an  eggshell  full  of  water  in  with  the 
yolks  and  flour  made  the  difference. 

"We  usually  held  the  suppers  as  fund- 
raisers, like  we  did  with  the  soup-and-sand- 
wich  and  chili  lunches  after  church  this 
year  to  pay  for  new  table  linens.  Churches 
don't  do  it  much  any  more,  but  in  those 
days  you  had  to  have  something  going  that 
you've  got  to  pay  for  We'd  sell  a  bowl  of 
noodles  for  45  or  50  cents.  We  usually  sold 
out  and  for  that  time,  it  was  good  money. 
That's  how  we  got  money  for  the  dossal 
cloth  behind  the  altar" 

But  after  all  these  years,  it's  the  Christmas 

morning  traditions  for  which  St.  James 

is  famous  that  really  get  Miss  Edith  excited. 

"Georgia's  (Kluttz)  mother  was  the  one 
who  insisted  on  those  6  a.m.  Christmas 
morning  pageants.  There  was  always  a 
choir  and  songs  and  speeches  and  candles 
and  cards  and  presents  under  the  tree. 
But  no  breakfast. 

"Then,  in  the  1950s  Hoy  (Moose)  started 
the  breakfasts  with  donuts  and  coffee,  and 
look  what  it's  grown  to  today.  I  enjoy 
Christmas  morning  breakfast  at  the  church 
more  than  just  about  anything.  And  that 
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Christmas  bag.  I  don't  care  if  I  have  fruit 
at  home  or  if  I  Hve  to  be  140,  I  still  want  it. 
It's  something  special  we  should  never 
stop  doing." 

Bad  knees  make  getting  around  difficult, 
but  Miss  Edith  walks  to  Sunday  School  and 
church  every  Sunday,  just  as  she's  done 
nearly  every  Sunday  for  as  long  as  she  can 
remember. 

"I  don't  ever  remember  not  coming  to 
Sunday  School,"  she  says,  eyes  twinkling 
with  the  excitement  of  a  first  visit  to  a 
wonderful  place.  "And  I  distinctly  remem- 
ber when  I  started  coming  to  church. 
Mother  didn't  go  because  she  was  home 
with  my  sick  grandmother.  I  began 
slipping  home  after  Sunday  School,  and 
finally  one  Sunday  my  mother  met 
me  at  the  door  and  said,  'Now  Edith,  you're 
old  enough  to  stay  for  preaching,  so  turn 
around  and  go  back.' 

"I  did,  and  I've  been  coming  back  ever 
since." 


C^  hurch  membership  and  attendance 
are  very  personal  decisions,  and  each 
'  of  us  remembers  special  people,  places 
and  things  that  make  us  glad  we  made 
the  choices  we  did.  The  following  are  the  special  mem- 
ories members,  former  members  and  special  friends 
have  when  they  think  of  St.  James. 
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"One  of  my  fondest  memories  of  St.  James 
Church  was  soon  after  I  became  a  member 
Rev.  Aubrey  Hedrick,  who  was  our  minis- 
ter at  the  time,  asked  me  to  help  teach 
a  Sunday  School  class.  Being  a  high  school 
teacher,  I  agreed  to  teach  the  young  peo- 
ple's class,  which  consisted  of  Rose  Watts, 
Betty  Foil,  Ann  Foil,  Pat  Petrea,  Hoy  Moose 
Jr,  Alva  Walters  and  later,  others. 

"In  later  years,  I  remember  we  were 
discussing  the  possibility  of  building  an 
educational  building,  and  we  were  worried 
about  the  cost  and  the  need  to  borrow 
money.  We  decided  to  go  ahead  with  the 
building  and  started  a  fund-raising  campaign. 
And  I  recall  that  when  the  building  was 
completed  and  dedicated,  it  was  paid  in  full. 

"A  recent  highlight  was  when  we  decided 
to  paint,  get  new  carpet  and  install  new 
bathrooms  and  a  playroom  for  the  children. 

"I  would  like  to  extend  my  congratulations 
and  best  wishes  to  all  the  members  of  St. 
James  Church  who  have  worked  so  faith- 
fully and  given  so  generously  to  make  our 
dream  of  this  beautiful  church  a  reality." 
Ralph  Austin 


"My  husband  John  H.  Bennett  Jr  was  bap- 
tized by  Rev.  Warlick  after  we  had  been 
married  for  eight  years.  I  never  knew  his 
mother  never  had  him  baptized  before  we 
married. 

"I  have  lots  of  happy  memories  in  that 
church.  Mrs.  Molly  Moose  was  our  teacher 
for  many  years.  I  remember  Hoy  Moose, 
Mrs.  Ella  Foil  and  many  others." 
Zula  Bennett 

"I  remember  going  into  what  is  now 
the  choir  room  and  singing  songs  while 
Joyce  Yates  played  the  piano.  Row,  Row, 
Row  Your  Boat  was  my  favorite.  And 
every  once  in  a  while,  we  could  choose 
and  play  an  instrument.  Of  course 
there  were  those  Sundays  that  Miss  Ruth 
Barringer  would  come  and  tell  about  all 
her  travels,  and  I  always  learned  some- 
thing. What  I  wouldn't  do  for  those  visits 
now  when  I  could  really  learn  something! 

"The  Christmas  pageant  was  always  a  high- 
light. Making  sure  my  angel  costume  fit 
just  right  and  learning  my  speech  were  of 
utmost  importance.  It's  amazing  how  much 
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preparation  goes  into  a  three-line  speech! 
And  we  mustn't  forget  the  treat  bags. 

"But  my  fondest  memory  is  by  far  the 
Christmas  morning  breakfasts.  I  will 
always  remember  peeking  at  what  Santa 
brought,  and  then  hurrying  off  to  church. 
The  feelings  behind  that  morning  are 
impossible  to  convey. 

"And  always  I  will  remember  Rev.  Chet 
Byerly  and  Gennie  Lou  for  giving  so  much 
of  themselves." 
Jane  Swaringen  Cauthen 

"Two  people  I  remember  very  well  were 
Mrs.  Mable  McAllister  Moose  and  Miss 
Ruth  Barringer.  Both  ladies  shared  their 
faith  with  the  youth  of  St.  James  at  a  time 
when  the  young  people  needed  direction 
and  love  the  most. 

"Every  Sunday  'Miss  Mable/  as  we  called 
her,  would  tell  us  a  beautiful  Bible  story 
and  lead  us  in  singing  happy  songs  such  as 
Robin,  Robin  Red  Breast  and  Jesus  Wants 
Me  for  a  Sunbeam.  We  had  a  large  group  of 
children  who  were  very  interested  in 
being  part  of  Sunday  School.  We  did  not 
have  television  to  monopolize  our  time, 
and  Sunday  was  a  happy  day  full  of  fun 
and  fellowship.  Miss  Mable  loved  cats  and 
flowers,  and  visiting  with  her  was  a  joy. 
She  made  a  positive  and  lasting  impres- 
sion on  many  young  hearts  at  St.  James  by 
treating  each  child  as  one  of  her  own." 

"Miss  Ruth,  as  she  was  called,  taught 
school  and  traveled  a  lot.  She  had  a  beauti- 
ful doll  collection,  which  she  shared  with 
us  through  the  years.  She  was  a  member  of 
St.  James  all  her  life  and  came  back  to  Mt. 
Pleasant  whenever  possible.  She  was  never 


without  a  story.  She  encouraged  our 
children  to  be  good  boys  and  girls  and  to 
always  strive  to  be  Christ-like." 
Frances  Cress 

"There  are  always  many  fond  memories  we 
can  recall,  but  I  guess  my  fondest  would 
be  the  early  Christmas  morning  service  we 
would  have  every  year  at  6  a.m.  I  can  recall 
getting  up  on  a  cold  Christmas  morning 
sleepy-eyed,  dressing  and  walking  to  church 
in  the  dark.  Having  arrived  at  church, 
we  would  go  to  where  the  choir  gathered, 
put  on  black  robes  with  white  collars,  and 
proceed  single-file  with  lighted  candles 
from  the  back  of  the  church  to  the  choir 
loft  singing  God  Rest  Ye  Merry  Gentlemen. 
The  service  was  always  special  for  all  who 
attended.  Children  of  all  ages,  as  well  as 
adults  participated.  I  can  recall  before  being 
a  choir  member,  children  would  memorize 
poems  and  verses  of  scripture  and  recite 
them  at  their  special  time.  The  church  was 
always  decorated  with  live  greenery  and 
a  beautiful  tree,  and  the  smell  of  this 
greenery  would  fill  the  air  and  everyone 
would  know  and  feel  this  is  Christmas  — 
the  wonderful  time  of  year  when  we  stop 
and  celebrate  Christ's  birth.  I  have  shared 
this  memory  from  time  to  time  with 
others  because  it  has  always  been  a  part 
of  my  growing  up,  and  St.  James  and  its 
people  will  always  remain  special  to  me. 
Bernie  and  I  were  married  in  that  church 
on  July  26,  1952." 
Aurelia  Rose  Watts  Edwards 

"When  I  came  to  Mt.  Pleasant  in  the  1930s, 
my  first  impressions  were  the  beautiful 
windows  and  how  they  connect  the  past  to 
the  present  membership.  I  remember 
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Woody  as  a  small  child  crawling  under 
the  church  pews  during  worship  service 
and  avoiding  those  who  tried  to  catch  him. 
Finally,  Georgia  Kluttz  caught  him  and 
passed  him  over  several  pews  back  to  me. 

"It  was  also  exciting  to  see  many  young 
children  playing  on  the  old  stone  steps  after 
church  services.  Many  weddings  took 
place,  and  I  was  glad  to  see  both  Betty  (Foil 
Holshouser)  and  Sue  (Foil  Walker)  married 
at  St.  James. 

"The  building  and  dedication  of  our  fellow- 
ship hall  was  an  exciting  time  in  our 
history.  It  is  well  used,  and  no  one  prepares 
better  food  than  the  people  of  our  church. 
I  will  always  remember  the  Morning  Circle 
and  how  the  church  continues  to  remem- 
ber me  at  this  time." 
Mrs.  Horace  (Elizabeth)  Foil 

"A  number  of  members  of  my  family 
were  instrumental  in  the  early  church. 
Mrs.  C.L.  Foil  was  my  grandmother,  and 
Mrs.  M.R.  Miller  was  my  aunt.  Lawson  J. 
Foil,  Dr.  M.A.  Foil,  and  W  DeBerry  Foil 
were  uncles.  Rev.  Paul  Barringer  married 
two  aunts  of  mine.  I  knew  each  of  these 
persons  mentioned  above." 
Jack  Foil 

"My  earliest  fond  memories  of  the  church 
were  in  the  original  old  white  church.  In 
a  church  play,  I  played  Miriam,  the  mother 
of  Moses.  This  was  always  funny  to  me 
since  in  real  life,  I  was  Miriam,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Moses. 

"I  also  recall  that  Faye  Moose  (Watts)  and  I 
used  to  wait  anxiously  to  give  our  offering  as 
the  plates  were  passed.  We  held  our  money 
so  tight  it  made  imprints  in  our  hands. 


"I  like  to  remember  my  mother,  Josephine 
Elizabeth  Foil,  better  known  as  Bessie  Foil, 
playing  the  organ  in  the  old  church.  I  used 
to  help  her  clean  the  church  on  clean-up 
day. 

"In  the  present  building,  I  always  enjoyed 
working  in  the  children's  department. 
The  Easter  egg  hunts  are  still  fresh  in  my 
mind.  I  enjoyed  singing  in  the  choir.  As  I 
sat  in  the  choir  loft,  I  could  see  the  sun 
shine  through  the  stained  glass  window  of 
Jesus  in  the  garden. 

"I  enjoyed  the  Morning  Circle  meetings 
in  each  other's  homes  and  having  refresh- 
ments or  meals  together.  I  enjoyed  the 
dinners  we  had  after  worship,  especially  in 
the  days  when  there  were  many  children 
in  the  church." 
Miriam  Foil 

"Three  ministers  come  to  mind  when  I 
think  about  St.  James.  First,  was  Rev. 
Charles  Warlick  who  was  retired,  but  was 
very  instrumental  in  my  early  childhood 
development.    I,  along  with  other  children, 
would  often  visit  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Warlick 
at  night  to  play  checkers,  dominoes  and 
eat  some  great  cookies  prepared  by  Mrs. 
Warlick.  I  often  wonder  if  Rev.  Warlick 
let  us  win  in  order  to  promote  a  positive 
self-image. 

"Second,  was  Rev.  Carl  Daye.  I  still  remem- 
ber meeting  in  the  small  room  upstairs 
preparing  to  join  the  church.  Near  the  end 
of  the  classes,  we  were  really  not  paying 
attention  to  Rev.  Daye.  lb  establish  his 
position  and  get  his  point  across  he  would 
say,  'You  cannot  do  two  things  (paying 
attention  and  talking)  at  the  same  time.' 
I  can  still  remember  that  I  quoted  to  him 
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verbatim  all  that  I  was  required  to  know. 
At  that  point  in  time,  he  said,  'You  just 
proved  that  the  mind  is  capable  of  doing 
many  things.' 

"Third,  was  Rev.  Banks  Shepherd.  For 
one  of  my  math  projects  he  introduced 
me,  in  his  own  way,  to  permutations  and 
combinations  by  helping  me  to  make  a 
Chinese  lock  formally  known  as  a  bague- 
naudier  used  by  French  peasants.  I  still 
have  this  project  and  have  used  it  with 
many  of  my  students.  The  baguenaudier 
was  used  to  lock  chests  containing 
personal  valuables." 
Woody  Foil 

"I  have  so  many  memories  about  St.  James 
Church  as  a  child.  We  were  always  excited 
at  Christmas  when  we  were  to  receive  a 
treat  bag  because  we  knew  it  would  be  full 
of  fruit  and  goodies.  Then,  at  Easter,  we 
would  have  an  egg  hunt.  One  year  I  was 
lucky  and  found  the  gold  egg,  and  as  a 
prize  I  won  a  large  hollow  egg  with  a  scene 
inside  of  it. 

"I  can  remember  one  winter  my  mother 
bought  a  black  dress  coat  and  on  the  collar 
there  was  white  mink.  I  would  love  to  sit 
beside  her  in  church  and  lay  my  head  on 
her  shoulder  and  rub  the  mink.  My  mother 
and  father  have  both  passed  away  now, 
and  I  thank  them  for  many  good  memories. 
I  miss  them  so. 

"I  would  also  like  to  thank  the  ladies  of 
St.  James  for  the  way  they  prepare  lunch 
for  the  family  on  the  day  of  the  funeral 
when  we  have  lost  a  loved  one.  It's  a  ges- 
ture that  means  a  lot." 
Anita  Foil  Fowler 


"Our  father,  Paul  D.  Foil,  was  a  faithful 
member  of  St.  James.  He  held  several 
positions  in  the  church  including  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday  School.  He  was 
a  kind,  but  rather  strict  father,  and  particu- 
larly in  church  he  demanded  exemplary 
behavior  from  his  children.  Since  we  were 
not  by  nature  exemplary,  we  occasionally 
got  into  mischief,  serious  trouble  by  his 
standards.  Thus,  we  went  to  extraordinary 
lengths  to  make  certain  we  did  not  get 
caught  misbehaving  in  any  way. 

"Our  sister  Ann  was  even  more  prone 
to  mischief  than  we  were.  On  one  occasion 
at  a  church  dinner  she  decided  to  do 
something  that  she  knew  our  father  would 
disapprove  of.  Her  sin  was  eating  a  full 
jar  of  pickles.  She  hid  under  the  table,  pro- 
tected by  the  long  tablecloth  from  our 
father's  view.  She  was  not  discovered,  but 
she  did  not  go  unpunished.  Her  punish- 
ment was  a  serious  stomach  ache.  We  don't 
think  this  event  cured  her  from  occasion- 
ally doing  things  father  disapproved  of, 
but  you  can  be  sure  that  it  was  the  last  jar 
of  pickles  she  ate." 
Irene  Foil  Gaul 
Paula  Foil  Julander 

"God  is  love!  There  are  so  many  special 
moments  I  remember  From  the  very  first 
day  Ralph  and  I  attended  St.  James  in 
November  1969,  we  found  love.  Since 
Ralph  is  now  with  God,  I  thank  you  all  for 
the  love  you  have  given  me. 

"When  I  visit  you  I  see  love  in  your  smiles, 
your  eyes  and  feel  love  in  your  hugs.  You 
have  all  helped  me  so  much,  and  I  love 
everyone  of  you  for  the  support  you  have 
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given  me.  You  have  truly  shown  me  that 
God  is  love  at  St.  James.  God  bless  you  all." 
Dot  Glasnapp 

"I  still  have  Vacation  Bible  School  materials 
that  go  back  to  1948  and  the  Bible  the 
church  gave  me.  I  was  born  in  1943  and 
went  to  St.  James  until  I  was  10  years 
old.  My  father,  Gurley  Ray  Petrea,  died  in 
1946,  one  month  after  my  3rd  birthday. 
He  and  my  mother,  Beulah,  must  have  es- 
tablished a  routine  of  weekly  church 
attendance,  a  habit  that  must  have  com- 
forted a  young  widow  with  a  young  child 
to  raise.  St.  James  was  a  place  of  strong 
influence. 

"I  remember  walking  to  church,  especially 
on  cool  spring  mornings.  I  would  pick 
apple  blossoms  along  the  way,  either  to 
wear  myself  or  to  share  with  others.  And 
then  there  were  Easter  bonnets  that  never 
seemed  to  stay  in  place.  I  always  enjoyed 
the  music  and  looked  forward  to  wearing 
a  robe  and  singing  in  the  choir  And  it's 
always  neat  to  think  about  the  former 
school  teacher  of  mine,  Libby  Morrison, 
and  the  beautiful  music  she  shares. 

"Christmas  became  a  nervous  time  what 
with  trying  to  memorize  lines  for  the  pro- 
gram. And  those  Christmas  bags  filled 
with  fruit,  candy  and  nuts  were  something 
we  waited  all  year  for  I  remember  your 
name  was  called  individually  and  you  went 
up  front  and  got  your  bag,  guarding  it  as 
if  it  were  a  treasure  from  a  far  away  land. 
Each  item  inside  was  carefully  selected 
out  and  rationed  to  make  the  pleasure  last 
longer  Breakfast  there  on  Christmas 
morning  with  scrambled  eggs  and  all  those 


cholestrol-filled  fixings  —  what  an  appro- 
priate and  delightful  way  to  celebrate  the 
birth  of  the  Christ  Child. 

"I  especially  remember  the  birthday  cake  — 
stacked  wooden  tiers  and  iced  with  white 
paint.  Holes  were  drilled  in  the  top  so 
the  appropriate  number  of  candles  could 
be  added.  Happy  Birthday  was  sung  just 
for  you.  When  you're  small  and  your 
family  is  small,  the  happy  voices  singing 
and  wishing  you  Happy  Birthday  envelope 
you  in  tons  of  love. 

"Vacation  Bible  School  was  always  lots  of 
fun.  There  were  always  lots  of  craft  items 
to  make  using  construction  paper  and 
popsicle  sticks.  My  favorite,  which  I  still 
have  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  my  mother, 
is  made  of  oval  pieces  of  construction 
paper,  fastened  together  at  one  end  with  a 
brad  so  that  the  whole  thing  could  be 
opened  into  a  fan.  We  made  it  for  a  study 
of  the  Beatitudes,  and  each  piece  of  the 
fan  had  one  of  the  Beatitudes  on  it. 

"I'm  active  in  Ardmore  Baptist  Church 
in  Winston-Salem  now,  and  my  husband 
Charles  is  a  deacon  there.  We  were 
married  in  St.  James,  and  that  church  con- 
tinues to  hold  a  special  place  in  my  heart." 
Gloria  Petrea  Griffin 

"I  have  so  many  sweet  memories.  God 
gave  Homer  and  me  four  nice  children  — 
Frances,  Donald,  Jennie  and  Homer 
Carol  —  and  we  raised  them  at  St.  James. 
The  most  wonderful  thing  in  our  life  is 
that  they  were  always  ready  to  go  to 
church  when  the  bell  rang." 
Edna  Efird  Hatley 
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"St.  James'  first  organ  was  a  pedal  model. 
The  organists  were  Mary  Peck  and 
Bessie  Foil.  The  organ  was  later  sold  to 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Herrin,  who  in  turn  sold  it  to 
a  Methodist  minister's  wife.  It  is  now 
in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Nell  Hatley,  whose 
son,  Mark,  is  now  a  member  of  St.  James. 

"The  congregation  also  enjoyed  music 
by  a  brass  ensemble.  The  musicians  were 
Fred  Herrin  on  trumpet  and  Paul  Petrea 
on  trombone,  with  Maybell  Petrea  Shue  on 
pump  organ. 

"When  the  new  church  building  was 
erected,  a  pipe  organ  was  purchased  and 
the  following  people  have  been  organists: 
Maybell  Shue,  Elizabeth  Foil,  Ben  Shue, 
Rose  Watts,  Betty  Foil,  Susan  Nance, 
Sue  Foil,  Elizabeth  Hahn,  Joanne  Foil 
and  Libby  Morrison.  Substitute  organists 
have  included  Miriam  Foil,  Anna 
Tomkinson,  Dorothy  Foil,  Ned  Nathan 
Shue,  Chris  Herrin,  Gennie  Lou  Byerly, 
Angela  Ferguson  and  Frances  Foil." 
Elsie  Herrin 

"I  am  grateful  for  my  Christian  heritage 
as  I  take  time  to  meditate  about  the  past, 
the  present  and  the  future  of  St.  James. 

"A  very  special  thanks  for  the  memory  of 
Tibs  Foil  (Elizabeth  Foil  Wahace),  St.  James' 
organist,  choir  director,  Sunday  School 
music  coordinator,  Sunday  School  teacher 
and  piano  teacher,  etc.  I  still  use  and 
treasure  a  very  nice  leather  bookmark  with 
my  name  engraved  on  it  —  a  Christmas 
present  from  Tibs  to  her  Sunday  School 
students.  This  was  probably  the  first  thing 
I  ever  owned  with  my  name  on  it.  Thanks 
to  Tibs'  patience  and  dedication  in  teaching 
piano  and  her  interest  in  getting  me  in- 


volved at  an  early  age  as  piano  accom- 
panist for  a  wide  variety  of  events.  All  of 
the  above  certainly  helped  me  have  a 
richer,  fuller  church  service  life  through 
the  years.  I  will  always  remember  'Miss 
Mable'  Moose  and  Miriam  Foil  for  their 
bubbling  enthusiasm,  their  very  special 
kind  personalities  and  their  dedication 
to  each  and  every  child  in  making  all 
Sunday  School  and  Bible  School  activities 
more  meaningful  and  enjoyable. 

"As  for  the  present,  the  beauty  of  the 
pipe  organ  music  still  lives  today  through 
the  talents  and  dedication  of  Libby 
Morrison.  The  Holy  Spirit  perpetually 
penetrates  our  hearts  and  minds  through 
the  worshipful  mood  set  by  the  beautiful 
music  at  St.  James. 

"Last,  but  not  least,  the  most  important 
event  in  my  life  was  two  years  of  Bible  in 
high  school  taught  by  Mary  Lee  Yount 
Kluttz.  She  was  an  inspiring  teacher,  better 
than  my  college  professor  I  am  thankful 
she  is  a  member  of  St.  James!  Forty 
some  years  later  I  am  still  using  my  Bible 
and  notes  from  Mary  Lee's  classes.  For  our 
future  generations  my  prayer  is  that  your 
children  and  grandchildren,  as  well  as 
mine,  will  have  a  Mary  Lee  to  teach  them 
the  Bible  —  the  way  of  life,  the  most  inter- 
esting literature  of  all  literature  available." 
Betty  Foil  Holshouser 

"I  remember  the  time  we  set  out  trees 
in  the  front  yard  of  what  is  now  the  old 
parsonage.  It  was  a  Saturday  afternoon, 
and  we  dug  large  holes  expecting  them  to 
bring  in  some  rather  large  trees.  But  when 
the  trees  arrived,  they  were  pretty  small 
so  we  had  to  fill  up  part  of  the  holes  with 
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dirt.  But  looking  at  them  today,  how 
beautiful  they  are,  I  realize  they  should 
be  that  way  because  there  was  plenty  of 
loose  dirt  for  the  roots  to  grow. 

"And  then  there  was  the  time  we  had  to 
get  rid  of  the  pigeons  in  the  belfry  before 
we  painted  and  rescreened  the  louvered 
vents,  lb  get  up  there,  we  had  to  go  across 
the  entire  church  attic  and  crawl  through  a 
small  opening.  Of  course,  this  was  at  night. 
Once  we  got  to  the  belfry,  we  were  greeted 
by  a  long  black  snake  which  we  were 
not  expecting  to  find.  We  took  care  of  the 
snake  first  and  then  went  about  our  business 
of  removing  the  pigeons  one  by  one. 

"Church  suppers  to  raise  money  were 
always  something  to  remember  Not  only 
was  the  food  good,  but  it  was  fun  because 
everybody  worked  together  Mrs.  Ethel 
Moose  was  always  in  charge.  And,  of 
course,  there  was  always  ice  cream  and 
plenty  of  it. 

"Christmas  morning  programs  at  the  church 
at  6  a.m.  were  always  special.  We  didn't 
have  a  car  so  we  walked,  and  we'd  always 
cross  through  the  college  [Mt.  Pleasant 
Collegiate  Institute]  campus  to  get  to  the 
church.  Sometimes  the  weather  was  cold 
and  snowy,  but  we  could  always  warm  up 
by  the  coal-fired  furnace  with  the  heavy 
metal  grates  at  the  front  of  the  church. 
I  remember  when  we  put  in  gas  heat  and 
closed  up  the  holes  in  the  floor  I  always 
looked  forward  to  being  in  those  Christmas 
plays,  which  we  practiced  and  practiced. 

"Renovations  at  the  church  mean  a  lot 
of  work,  but  the  end  result  was  worth  it. 
One  of  the  trickiest  things  was  removing 
pews  so  new  carpet  could  be  installed, 


and  trying  to  get  them  back  at  the  correct 
places  was  quite  a  job,  but  we  did  it. 

"For  years,  St.  James  was  active  in  the 
church  Softball  league.  We  used  to  play  up 
at  the  high  school  (which  is  now  the  middle 
school)  in  the  late  evenings  because  there 
were  no  lighted  fields  at  the  time.  Later  we 
played  at  McAllister  Field  and  St.  John's 
which  had  installed  lights.  The  trophy  case 
shows  that  we  had  some  pretty  good  teams. 

"Work  day  at  the  cemetery,  usually  before 
Easter,  brought  people  out  in  full  force. 
Sometimes  we  held  sunrise  service  there. 

"When  I  was  growing  up  the  churches 
in  town  combined  for  one  Vacation  Bible 
School.  It  was  held  in  the  mornings 
for  two  weeks  at  Mont  Amoena  Seminary 
which  was  on  South  Main  Street.  We 
walked  there,  and  sometimes  we  would 
stop  into  Mr  Blackwelder's  store  (which 
was  on  the  corner  where  Dover's  parking 
lot  is  today)  for  a  stick  of  licorice  candy 
when  we  had  a  penny  to  spend. 

"And  I  remember  the  ministers  who 
liked  to  whittle  and  make  whim-a-diddles. 
Rev.  Banks  Shepherd  could  make  all  kinds. 
At  first,  I  could  not  figure  out  how  he  could 
make  propellers  run  one  way  and  then 
the  other  I  was  pleased  when  I  figured  out 
how  to  do  it.  And  then  there  were  ministers 
who  also  raised  chickens,  and  the  church 
still  owns  one  of  those  chicken  houses 
that's  used  for  storage  today." 
Arthur  Kluttz 

"I  came  to  St.  James  in  the  1940s  from 
Boger  Reformed  (now  Boger  UCC),  a  much 
smaller,  white-frame  country  church. 
St.  James  was  a  larger,  brick  church  with 
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beautiful  stained-glass  windows  and 
a  large  pipe  organ,  which  made  worship 
service  so  meaningful.  I  also  remember 
there  were  many  more  children  attending 
church  school  and  church  service  than 
we  have  today. 

"The  children  would  gather  in  the  little 
chapel  separate  from  the  adults  and  have 
their  opening  of  Sunday  School  before 
going  to  classes  with  Mrs.  Mable  Moose  as 
superintendent.  She  was  so  devoted  to 
them  and  could  keep  the  children's  atten- 
tion with  her  songs  and  interesting  stories. 
She  held  that  job  for  many  years. 

"The  building  project  of  the  new  Sunday 
School  rooms  was  a  major  undertaking. 
Everybody  seemed  to  be  in  favor  of 
undertaking  the  task  and  worked  so  peace- 
fully and  diligently  together  until  the 
building  was  completed  and  dedicated  on 
December  1,  1968,  which  was  a  happy  and 
memorable  day  in  the  life  of  St.  James." 
Bertha  Kluttz 

"I  remember  Christmas  mornings  at  6  a.m. 
for  the  program  and  getting  treat  bags, 
chicken  salad  suppers  on  Saturday  nights 
to  raise  money,  Mrs.  Ethel  Moose  organiz- 
ing bazaars  several  times  a  year,  cooking 
Brunswick  stew  at  home  to  sell  at  church, 
and  Rev.  Gerhart  coming  to  my  parents' 
home  to  eat  cream  pie." 
Carl  Kluttz  Sr. 

"My  memories  of  St.  James  do  not  center 
on  one  special  event,  but  a  series  of 
memories  that  formed  my  childhood.  St. 
James  has  played  an  important  part  in  my 
spiritual  development  as  a  youth.  As  a 
child,  and  even  now,  Christmas  morning 


service  and  breakfast  have  always  been  a 
favorite  time.  It  gave  'us  kids'  a  chance  to 
show  off  what  we  got  from  Santa,  but  most 
of  all  it  was,  and  still  is,  a  great  chance  for 
spiritual  Christian  fellowship. 

"Another  wonderful  memory  is  the  men's 
Softball  team  from  St.  James  and 
Bethel-Bear  Creek.  I  remember  watching 
the  teams  play  on  hot  summer  nights 
at  McAllister  Field  when  I  was  too  young 
to  play.  Those  feelings  of  excitement 
continued  as  I  became  older,  the  league 
moved  to  St.  John's  and  I  was  able  to 
play  on  some  of  the  league  championship 
teams.  We  usually  had  a  competitive 
team,  but  it  did  not  matter  if  we  won  or 
lost  because  everyone  had  a  great  time. 

"Combined  Vacation  Bible  School  between 
St.  James  and  Boger  UCC  was  something 
to  look  forward  to.  We  had  great  programs 
with  teachers  who  made  it  fun  as  well  as 
helping  us  learn  about  Jesus  Christ. 

"The  activities  with  the  groups  I  was  in 
at  St.  James  give  me  pleasurable  mem- 
ories as  well.  They  range  from  the  beach 
trips  with  the  Youth  Fellowship  to  the 
great  breakfasts  of  the  Men's  Brotherhood. 
Other  experiences  such  as  learning  songs 
and  Bible  verses  in  Sunday  School,  parts  in 
the  Christmas  plays,  being  acolyte  and 
singing  in  the  choir  shaped  my  childhood 
and  formed  a  solid  foundation  for  adult- 
hood. I  have  my  family  and  the  wonderful 
people  of  St.  James  to  thank  for  those 
memories. 

"Although  I  am  no  longer  an  active  member 
here,  St.  James  holds  a  very  special  place 
in  my  heart." 
Lee  Kluttz  ' 


Thanks     For     The     Memories 


"When  entering  St.  James  in  1951  I  remem- 
ber a  large,  friendly  congregation.  As  our 
five  children  were  born  and  became  part  of 
St.  James,  I  spent  many  Sunday  mornings 
in  the  children's  department.  I  have  some 
of  my  best  memories  here,  especially  of 
the  leaders  —  Mrs.  Maebell  Shue  and  Mrs. 
Mabel  Moose.  Later,  Joyce  Yates  and  Edna 
Efird  Hatley,  who  was  especially  good  with 
the  nursery  class.  Over  the  years  I  taught 
in  nearly  all  the  Sunday  School  classes,  but 
the  Senior  Ladies  Class  was  especially  dear 
with  Mrs.  Georgia  Kluttz,  Mr  and  Mrs.  Lee 
Moose,  Dorothy  Glasnapp,  Mrs.  Polly  Moose 
and  Anna  Tbmkinson,  among  others." 
Mary  Lee  Kluttz 

"In  the  Hebrew  word  that  we  read  today 
as  'remembrance,'  the  implication  of  the 
term  is  re-enactment.  As  I've  read  the 
old  minutes  of  the  St.  James  community, 
I've  tried  to  re-enact  what  it  was  like 
through  the  years.  Many  of  the  memories 
caused  emotions  to  rise  and  fall,  and  I 
found  myself  captured  by  the  fond  memo- 
ries of  the  church  family. 

"Having  been  pastor  of  St.  James  for  a 
relatively  short  period  of  time,  I  find  it 
difficult  to  define  moments  that  are 
especially  memorable.  I  do  remember 
my  first  Sunday  in  the  pulpit  in  February 
1991  and  how  it  felt  as  if  it  were  mine. 
It  seemed  that  I  had  been  part  of  St.  James 
and  that  this  was  where  I  belonged.  I  still 
feel  that  way  today.  God  has  brought  us 
together,  and  because  of  a  common  faith, 
we  are  not  strangers. 

"I  remember/re-enact  in  my  mind  two 
special  moments  when  the  church  named 
St.  James  surrounded  me  with  its  love. 


Both  of  those  times  were  at  the  death  of 
a  loved  one.  First,  a  new-born  grandchild, 
Christa  Nicole  Kruchkow.  How  I  needed 
to  know  that  others  cared!  And  the  people 
of  St.  James  did.  Second,  the  following 
July  my  mother  passed  on  to  be  with  the 
Lord,  and  again,  the  power  of  love  won 
out  to  triumph  over  separation  and  loneli- 
ness. To  all  whose  hand,  voice  or  expres- 
sion comforted  my  family  and  me,  thank 
you.  Remembering  and  re-enacting  are 
powerful  reminders  to  us  all  that  God  is  at 
work  through  His  people. 

"It  is  always  a  memorable  time  when  we 
have  parents  bring  children  to  the  church 
to  be  baptized  and  to  affirm  God's 
creative  love.  And  at  the  baptisms  of  Sean 
Michael  Dunlevy,  Katie  Elizabeth  Cauthen 
and  Jess  Ethan  Swaringen,  it  was  evident 
that  God  was  at  work  in  the  life  of  his 
people.  And  who  will  forget  the  adult  bap- 
tism of  Francis  Lynn  Bishop.  Lynn  came 
as  a  grown  man  trembling  and  scared  to  the 
Waters  of  Faith,  humbled  in  the  presence 
of  a  mighty  God. 

"And  who  can  forget  the  weddings,  the  joy- 
ous times  of  celebration  and  the  creation 
of  new  families.  Joe  and  T^sha  Moose. 
Lynn  and  Bonnie  Bishop.  Lance  and  Paula 
Dick.  Carl  and  Connie  Kluttz.  God  rejoiced 
and  we  rejoiced  with  Him. 

"Fond,  fond  memories  are  what  the  Christian 
community  produces.  In  your  memories  and 
mine,  as  we  re-enact  the  joys  and  sorrows 
that  are  part  and  parcel  of  the  discovery  of 
discipleship,  these  memories  will  remain  and 
bring  continuing  and  renewed  joy. 

"God  has  blessed  us  and  will  continue  to 
bless  us  as  we  look  toward  the  future  with 
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brilliant  and  dazzling  memories  of  the 
past.  God  is  never  finished  with  His  people 
or  His  church.  God  is  always  calling  us  to 
new  and  fresh  beginnings." 
Tom  Kruchkow 

"On  October  5,  1975,  I  was  received  into 
membership  of  St.  James  and  am  daily 
thankful  for  all  the  prayers,  help  and  sup- 
port I  have  received  since  joining  the 
church.  At  Thanksgiving  1979  I  thanked 
members  for  what  they  have  done  for  me, 
and  I  would  like  to  repeat  that  for  them 
and  new  members  since  that  time:  Thank 
you  for  sharing  a  part  of  my  life,  and  thank 
you  for  letting  me  share  a  part  of  yours." 
Mable  Lowder 

"I  have  so  many  memories  it's  hard  to 
know  where  to  begin.  I  remember  Miss 
Ruth  Barringer  teaching  Sunday  School 
in  the  old  parsonage  next  to  the  church, 
the  Christmas  morning  programs,  singing 
in  the  choir,  getting  the  new  organ,  add- 
ing the  new  Sunday  School  building,  the 
Youth  Fellowship  hay  rides  and  football 
games  at  Catawba  College.  I  can  remember 
being  baptized  on  November  4,  1962,  by 
Rev.  Peck  and  standing  on  my  tiptoes  and 
looking  into  the  bowl  of  water.  My  sister, 
Gloria,  fussed  at  me  for  that.  And  I 
still  have  a  Christmas  ornament  that  goes 
on  my  tree  every  year  It's  made  of  green 
glass  and  has  my  name  on  it  in  glitter 

"And  the  stained-glass  windows.  I  have 
never  seen  windows  anjrwhere  as  beauti- 
ful as  those  at  St.  James.  I  can  remember 
Mother  (Beulah  L.  Russell)  saying  when 
she  went  on  a  trip  to  Canada  that  she  saw 
beautiful  churches  and  windows,  but  none 


as  beautiful  as  those  at  St.  James.  Mother 
died  in  September  1976,  and  I  remember 
the  church  was  so  packed  for  the  funeral 
people  had  to  stand  outside.  The  following 
year,  Mother's  husband.  Price,  my  sister 
Gloria  and  I  gave  the  church  a  new 
communion  set  in  her  memory.  She  loved 
that  church  and  the  people  there  so  much. 
And  I  do,  too. 

"Moving  my  membership  to  my  church 
here  in  New  Jersey  was  one  of  the  hard- 
est things  I've  ever  had  to  do.  I  still  have 
my  Bible  the  Morning  Circle  gave  me 
when  I  joined  the  church  in  1966.  I  keep 
lots  of  special  things  in  that  Bible  including 
a  Valentine  card  from  the  Evening  Circle 
signed  by  these  women:  Edna  B.  Hatley, 
Miriam  Swaringen,  Evelyn  Dove,  Polly 
Moose,  Frances  Cress,  Anna  Tomkinson, 
Mable  Lowder,  Dot  Moose,  Peggy  Summer- 
lin,  Bertha  Kluttz  and  Mary  Lee  Kluttz. 
Some  church  bulletins  are  there  too, 
including  one  from  June  18,  1976,  announ- 
cing that  the  next  Sunday  services  would 
be  held  at  the  Little  White  Church  in 
Blowing  Rock.  It  was  always  a  treat  to  go 
there  in  the  summer  time. 

"I  remember  keeping  score  for  the 
church  Softball  team.  George  Foil  taught 
me  how,  and  I'm  glad  he  did.  Tbday,  my 
11-year-old  son  Joseph  is  a  big  baseball  fan. 
We  live  about  15  minutes  from  Phila- 
delphia and  have  tickets  for  the  Phillies. 
I  still  like  to  keep  score. 

"Today,  I'm  a  member  of  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Blackwood,  N.J. 
I  sing  in  the  choir  and  am  in  my  second 
year  of  being  a  deacon.  It  also  is  a  small 
congregation  and  has  a  beautiful  pipe 
organ.  I  can  still  hear  Libby  Morrison 
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plaing  at  St.  James,  and  I  remember 
watching  her  play  and  being  fascinated. 
I'm  so  glad  I  grew  up  in  that  church!" 
Bebe  Russell  McCully 

"I  have  so  many  memories  of  St.  James. 
First  of  all,  Mrs.  Molly  Moose,  who  was 
my  first  Sunday  School  teacher.  I  had  her 
for  years  it  seems  and  I  wouldn't  miss  a 
Sunday. 

"Then  Christmas  with  the  choir  entering 
the  church  in  robes  carrying  candles.  I 
think  I  had  a  solo  in  the  Christmas  pageant 
every  year.  And  don't  forget  those  'pokes' 
we  all  received!" 
Jean  Mackay 

"I  remember  the  first  time  I  visited  St. 
James.  I  was  a  friend  of  the  Banks  Kluttz 
family  and  spent  much  time  with  Buddy. 
After  spending  a  weekend  with  him  during 
our  high  school  days,  I  was  invited  to 
church  with  him.  I  remember  how  every- 
one made  me  feel  welcome  and  being 
a  teenager,  I  was  much  impressed.  I  visited 
several  other  times  with  Carl  Kluttz  Jr. 
and  still  received  the  same  reception  as  I 
did  the  first  time  I  visited.  This  is  the 
main  reason  I  made  St.  James  my  home." 
David  Mills 

"My  earliest  memory  is  from  the  fall  of 
1980.  I  was  a  fairly  new  member  of 
St.  James  and  expecting  our  first  child. 
A  friend  of  mine  suggested  that  she  give 
me  a  baby  shower  and  invite  the  women 
of  St.  James.  I  hesitated  to  accept  this  offer, 
thinking  that  since  I  was  a  new  member 
of  the  church  these  women  did  not  know 
me  well  enough  to  want  to  shower  me  with 


gifts.  How  wrong  I  was!  These  women  were 
so  thoughtful  and  generous  I  was  over- 
whelmed. Now  that  I  know  these  women 
better,  I  realize  that  their  generosity  and 
kindness  is  just  a  way  of  life  for  them. 

"Another  early  memory  is  Abby's  baptism 
in  1981.  I  will  never  forget  when  Rev.  Chet 
Byerly  took  her  from  me  and  as  he  was 
talking,  Abby  looked  up  into  his  face  as  if 
she  were  listening  to  every  word  being 
said.  This  brings  me  to  Casey's  baptism  in 
1984.  As  many  people  will  recall,  Casey  was 
very  vocal.  As  we  were  sitting  in  the  pew 
waiting  for  our  cue  to  come  to  the  front  of 
the  church,  Casey  started  to  get  impatient. 
In  an  effort  not  to  disrupt  the  service, 
I  decided  to  take  her  to  the  nursery  until 
closer  to  the  time  we  would  be  needed. 
As  Casey  and  I  were  leaving,  Rev.  Jack 
Crater  made  us  promise  to  come  back  since 
he  couldn't  do  the  baptism  without  her. 

"In  between  these  baptisms  I  remember 
Rev.  Everette  Neese,  a  supply  pastor, 
hammering  nails  into  a  cross  to  illustrate  a 
point  during  a  Lenten  message. 

"I  don't  want  to  leave  out  the  'near  annual' 
Christmas  caroling  event.  Each  year  many 
of  the  same  faces  participated,  but  we 
also  had  many  different  ones.  No  two  years 
were  exactly  the  same.  Weather  ranged 
from  frigid  to  mild  from  clear  skies  to  cold 
rain.  We  have  had  as  few  as  six  people 
and  as  many  as  15  or  20.  We  always  had 
fun,  so  much  so  that  I  remember  one 
year  while  at  Paul  and  Opal  Petrea's  house 
we  started  out  singing  the  words  of  one 
carol  to  the  tunes  of  another! 

"In  1993  Abby  and  Chris  Moffitt  became 
our  newest  church  members  after  complet- 
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ing  their  confirmation  classes  led  by 
Rev.  Tom  Kruchkow.  Thanks  Tbm  for  your 
guidance. 

"Last,  but  definitely  not  least,  are  my 
memories  of  early  Christmas  morning. 
For  me,  this  puts  everything  in  perspective. 
As  they  say,  Jesus  is  the  reason  for  the  sea- 
son, and  what  better  way  to  celebrate  his 
birth  than  to  be  in  church  Christmas  morn- 
ing. I  love  sharing  this  experience  with 
my  church  family. 

"Many  memories  have  been  made,  and 
hopefully,  many  more  will  come.  I  thank 
God  for  the  day  David  and  I  were  invited 
to  visit  St.  James.  I  have  come  to  love  this 
church  and  its  members  very  much." 
Jamie  Mills 

"My  best  St.  James  memory  came  just 
recently.  One  of  my  friends  was  struck  with 
cancer.  We  were  all  shocked  by  the  news. 
He  was  a  team  mate  and  all  of  us  on  the 
team  decided  to  shave  our  heads  to  honor 
him  and  help  him  feel  better  when  chemo- 
therapy caused  him  to  lose  his  hair  I  had 
my  head  shaved  on  Saturday,  and  when  I 
walked  into  church  on  Sunday  people  were 
staring  and  laughing  at  me.  Rev.  Kruchkow 
told  the  congregation  why  my  head  was 
shaved  and  said  a  special  prayer  for  my 
friend  Bradley.  Bradley  continues  to  make 
progress  every  day." 
Brian  Moffitt 

"The  most  vivid  memories  I  have  of  St. 
James  occurred  during  the  time  I  was  a 
teenager,  so  most  of  them  involve  Chester 
and  Gennie  Lou  Byerly.  Growing  into 
young  adulthood  is  always,  or  seems  to  be, 
a  difficult  journey,  but  having  someone 


like  Chet  or  Gennie  Lou  to  talk  to  made 
my  trip  a  little  smoother 

"Most  of  the  people  who  were  my  age 
left  St.  James  either  because  of  jobs  or 
their  families  moved  or  simply  because 
they  preferred  a  larger  church.  Having 
the  Byerlys  here  when  I  might  have  made 
a  decision  to  look  elsewhere  for  a  church 
home  helped  me  to  realize  that  St.  James 
was  where  I  belonged." 
Carol  Moffitt 

"Many  years  ago  when  I  was  younger  and 
presenting  a  Christmas  cantata  was  a  new 
idea,  the  following  incident  came  about. 
During  a  practice,  the  director  asked  if 
I  would  sing  a  short  solo  part.  Having  an 
overabundance  of  self  confidence,  I  said 
yes. 

"The  Sunday  before  Christmas  arrived 
and  the  hour  of  3  p.m.  was  at  hand.  I  was 
nervous  and  wondering  why  I  didn't  say 
no  instead  of  yes.  All  went  well  and  my 
part  came.  I  weakly  sang  about  one  line, 
and  praise  be,  the  town  fire  alarm  went  off. 
The  alarm  sounded  much  louder  since 
we  were  up  on  a  hill,  and  the  organist  and 
I  finished  my  solo,  so  low  nobody  heard  a 
word. 

"That  day  I  learned  a  lesson:  Don't  volun- 
teer for  a  solo  because  you  can't  depend  on 
being  saved  twice  by  the  fire  alarm." 
Helen  Moorehead 

"I  remember  as  a  young  bride  how  wel- 
comed I  felt  at  St.  James.  There  were  so 
many  young  couples,  and  we  had  such  fun 
together  When  our  children  were  born 
and  as  they  grew,  we  always  included  them 
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in  our  get-togethers  and  they  grew  up 
knowing  each  other,  feUowship  and  good 
times  at  church.  Our  class  of  couples  met 
in  the  little  chapel  and  the  nursery  was 
in  several  classrooms  under  the  balcony. 
If  your  child  cried  or  needed  attention, 
you  just  left  the  classroom  and  took  care 
of  them. 

"I  remember  the  wonderful  stories  Miss 
Mabel  told  and  how  captivated  the  children 
were  by  them.  I  realize  now  how  much 
planning  and  preparation  went  into  those 
stories.  I  remember  Dr.  Peck's  gentleness 
and  ready  laugh  and  how  he  brought  a 
higher  level  of  culture  and  refinement  to 
our  church  as  he  was  always  interested 
in  the  choir  and  in  getting  a  choir  director. 

"Rev.  Byerly  and  Gennie  Lou  were  so  much 
one  of  us,  and  Rev.  Neese  was  so  colorful 
and  gave  such  spell-binding  sermons.  And 
now  the  Russians  —  Kruchkow  and 
lychkin  —  have  invaded." 
Dot  Moose 

"I  remember  the  old  basement.  It  was 
dark  and  damp,  with  heavy  tables  and  war 
(WWI?)  surplus  folding  chairs.  Lighting 
came  from  bare  bulbs  with  long  strings  for 
turning  them  on  and  off.  The  bathroom 
was  like  going  into  a  cave.  It  was  not  a 
pretty  place,  yet  as  hard  as  I  try,  I  can  only 
remember  happy  moments  there.  The 
chicken  noodle  suppers.  Making  mints  for 
sale.  Folding  bandages  for  the  war  effort. 
The  adult  Sunday  School  class.  Smiling, 
happy  people  who  enjoyed  each  other  and 
enjoyed  each  other's  company. 

"Then  there  were  the  opening  and  closing 
exercises  for  Sunday  School.  When  superin- 
tendent Lester  McCarn,  a  die-hard  Tarheel 


fan,  announced  the  hymn  Hark  the  Sound, 
(the  UNC  fight  song)  when  he  meant  to 
say  Hark  the  Herald.  Or  another  time  after 
a  Sunday  School  lesson  on  sex  in  marriage 
calling  for  the  singing  of  /  Need  Thee  Every 
Hour. 

"Birthday  offerings  and  star  classes.  Tibs 
Wallace  at  the  organ.  The  white  railing  in 
front  of  the  choir  and  the  large  grate  just 
in  front  of  the  railing.  The  little  Sunday 
School  rooms  at  the  top  of  the  stairs  where 
I  learned  most  of  the  Christian  ethics  I 
practice  today.  Ringing  the  church  bell  at 
midnight  on  New  Year's  Eve.  The  parquet 
floor  in  the  old  parsonage.  Wanda  Day 
directing  the  choir.  Mrs.  Aubrey  Hedrick's 
violin.  Gennie  Lou's  smile.  Mrs.  Tom 
Hoffman's  color  scheme  in  the  parsonage. 
The  huge  choir  we  had  when  Mr  Jackson 
was  our  choir  director  and  being  in  the 
junior  choir  with  our  white  robes  and  huge 
black  bows  at  the  neck.  How  I  hated  those 
bows! 

"My  strongest  remembrance  is  of  the  chil- 
dren's Christmas  program  held  at  6  a.m. 
on  Christmas  morning.  That  was  the  time 
we  said  our  speeches  and  dressed  up  as 
shepherds  or  kings  or  angels  or  the  Virgin 
Mary.  I  remember  walking  up  the  hill  to 
church  in  the  cold  night  to  emerge  in  the 
early  light  of  morning.  I  vividly  remember 
at  least  one  occasion  when  the  morning 
star  hung  right  over  our  church,  a  certain 
sign  that  God  was  showing  us  the  way  just 
like  He  had  done  for  the  wise  men  of  old. 

"My  mother  would  laugh  about  the  time 
my  brother  decided  at  the  last  moment  he 
didn't  want  to  say  his  speech  so  he  repeated 
three  verses  of  Tivinkle  Tlvinkle  Little  Star  to 
the  embarrassment  of  my  mother  and  the 
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uncontained  laughter  of  almost  everyone 
else.  I  also  have  heard  that  in  the  old  white 
church  Paul  Foil  as  a  child  came  dressed  as 
a  shepherd,  walked  up  to  the  wood  stove, 
kicked  it  and  asked  in  a  loud  voice,  'Whar's 
the  fire?' 

"I  remember  children  in  cowboy  suits 
toting  cap  guns  or  clutching  a  new  doll 
standing  at  the  front  of  the  church  trying 
to  remember  their  lines  —  some  saying 
theirs  in  a  fast  sing-song  voice,  others  wait- 
ing for  the  prompter  to  give  the  cue  and 
then  repeating  just  the  cue.  Following  the 
singing  of  Away  in  a  Manger  and  Jesus 
Loves  Me,  the  goody  bags  were  passed  out. 
Apples,  oranges,  English  walnuts  and  may- 
be a  candy  bar.  Boy,  that  was  Christmas! 

"Growing  up  at  St.  James,  the  people  were 
somehow  larger  than  life.  One  of  the  most 
awesome  in  my  mind  was  Rev.  Charles 
Warlick.  He  had  retired  by  the  time  I  came 
along,  but  he  would  supply  from  time  to 
time  and  lived  just  up  the  street  from  me. 
We  all  were  aware  that  he  was  some  kind 
of  genius.  He  could  read  Hebrew,  Greek 
and  Latin,  and  was  rumored  to  be  writing  a 
new  translation  of  the  book  of  Revelations 
that  would  solve  that  mystery  for  all 
mankind.  He  could  and  frequently  would 
preach  an  entire  sermon  on  the  meaning 
of  a  single  word.  He  had  a  dramatic  speech 
pattern,  finishing  a  sentence  with  a  suck- 
ing sound  like  he  was  savoring  the  taste  of 
his  morning  coffee  from  his  bushy  mustache. 

"I  remember  his  home,  the  long  dark  hall 
going  back  to  the  bright  kitchen  —  a 
kitchen  that  always  smelled  of  roast  turkey. 
Then  there  was  the  back  porch,  cluttered 
with  pots  and  pans,  then  down  the  long 
steps  to  the  workshop  in  the  back.  Rev. 


Warlick  was  unique,  not  that  he  could  make 
just  about  anything,  but  that  he  could 
do  it  in  mass.  He  made  curtain  stretchers, 
clothes  hangers  and  toys.  I  liked  the  toys. 
Wooden  guns  what  sounded  like  a  machine 
gun  when  the  crank  was  turned,  or  pistols 
that  shot  rubber  bands  or  kaleidoscopes 
made  from  pieces  of  broken  glass.  Green 
from  a  wine  bottle,  blue  from  a  milk  of 
magnesia  bottle,  ruby  red  from  a  depres- 
sion glass  plate.  Such  wonders  for  a  little 
boy!  He  once  told  me,  'Never  let  them 
try  and  remove  the  post  in  the  choir  loft.' 
I  didn't  know  why  then  and  I  don't  know 
now,  but  the  way  he  said  it  I  knew  it  was 
important. 

"Another  giant  in  the  history  of  St.  James 
was  'Miss  Georgia'  Kluttz.  I  remember  the 
skill  and  insight  she  used  to  teach  a 
Sunday  School  class,  and  her  angel  food 
cakes  with  white  icing.  Once,  when  I  was 
little,  my  dad  was  helping  with  commu- 
nion, and  mom  was  in  the  choir.  I  began 
to  cry.  Miss  Georgia  gathered  me  next 
to  her  much  like  a  chicken  gathers  chicks 
under  her  wing.  She  slipped  me  a  piece  of 
Wrigley's  chewing  gum.  Now  that  was 
during  the  war,  and  gum  was  a  luxury! 
When  I  went  home  after  church  I  bragged 
to  my  brother  that  I  had  had  a  piece  of  gum. 
He  did  not  believe  it  at  first,  but  when  he 
smelled  my  breath,  he  too  believed.  We 
reasoned  out  loud  that  she  could  have  gum 
when  the  rest  of  us  couldn't  get  it  because 
she  had  two  sons  in  service,  and  the 
government  somehow  rewarded  people 
who  had  sons  in  service. 

"I  remember  her  kitchen,  the  smell  of  dried 
apples,  bags  of  eggs  for  sale  and  noodles 
drying  on  white  towels.  It  had  a  warmth 


Thanks     For     The 


beyond  the  wood  stove  that  sat  near  the 
corner.  On  special  occasions  there  might 
be  a  piece  of  pie  for  a  httle  boy  picking  up 
eggs  for  his  mother 

"Another  giant  in  my  eyes  was  'Miss  Mable' 
Moose.  When  she  led  the  opening  for 
Sunday  School  we  had  sometimes  as  many 
as  35  or  40  children  in  attendance.  At  that 
time,  gasoline  was  rationed  and  20  or  more 
children  lived  within  a  short  walk  of  the 
church.  Many  who  attended  Sunday  School 
were  children  of  other  denominations,  but 
our  church  was  more  convenient  and  it 
was  where  it  was  happening.  Much  of  that 
was  due  to  Miss  Mable.  She  had  no  chil- 
dren of  her  own,  but  no  one  loved  children 
more.  I  can  still  hear,  Jesus  Loves  Me,  Clap, 
Clap,  Clap,  and  This  is  the  way  we  sing  our 
song  this  happy  Easter  Day. 

"Where  have  all  the  children  gone? 
The  street  used  to  be  filled  with  children 
at  play,  but  the  neighborhood  has  matured. 
Maybe  in  time  new  families  will  occupy 
the  homes  on  Main,  College,  Walnut  and 
MPCI  streets.  And  maybe  the  sound 
of  children  playing  will  fill  the  air  again. 
I  hope  so." 
Whit  Moose 

"Having  served  as  a  deacon,  elder  and 
chairman  of  the  Consistory  on  several 
occasions,  and  having  been  chairman  of 
the  building  project  in  1969  and  involved 
with  all  other  projects  such  as  remodeling 
the  church,  redoing  the  basement,  install- 
ing new  bathrooms,  carpeting  the  church 
and  painting  and  redecorating  the  parson- 
age, I  was  always  pleased  that  although 
St.  James  is  a  small  congregation,  where 
there  is  a  need  to  raise  money,  the  people 


of  St.  James  have  always  been  able  to 
come  through  with  the  funds  and  never 
once  have  they  had  to  borrow  money 
to  complete  a  project.  This  speaks  very 
highly  of  the  kind  of  people  we  have  in 
our  congregation. 

"Many  thousands  of  dollars  have  been 
donated  to  our  church  by  members' 
relatives  who  are  no  longer  now  members, 
such  as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alex  Riddel,  who 
have  always  given  us  additional  help  for 
special  projects. 

"Few  churches  of  our  size  have  the 
amount  of  endowment  funds  set  up  for 
the  continued  growth  of  the  church. 
This  shows  we're  all  working  together  for 
the  furtherment  of  the  Lord's  work. 

"In  my  31  years  at  St.  James  I  have  fond 
memories  of  the  men  of  our  church 
who  had  fellowship  suppers  rather  than 
breakfasts  as  we  do  today.  I'll  always  remem- 
ber those  who  are  no  longer  with  us  for 
they  each  made  valuable  contributions  to 
the  brotherhood  and  the  church.  They 
are  Felix  Peck,  Dwight  Kluttz,  Guy  Fisher, 
Walter  Nance,  Summer  Foil,  Opal  Goodman, 
Bob  Dove,  Bob  Moose,  Bern  Moorehead, 
Herman  Barringer,  Lawson  Foil,  Clifford 
Troutman,  Banks  Kluttz,  Fred  Lowder, 
Ginger  Watts,  Ralph  Glasnapp,  Lee  Moose, 
Lester  McCarn,  Homer  Barrier,  York  Cress, 
Bob  Hughes,  Paul  Petrea,  Hoy  Moose, 
Alex  Foil,  Frank  Tamkinson,  Bill  Foil  and 
El  wood  Foil." 
Fred  Morrison 

"I  am  looking  backward  in  time  to  30  years 
ago  and  earlier,  and  I  am  remembering 
when  St.  James'  congregation  piled  into 
cars  and  drove  to  Blowing  Rock  to  worship 
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in  the  chapel  of  the  Little  White  Church  on 
the  top  of  the  mountain.  I  always  looked 
forward  to  this  day  with  great  anticipation. 

"Our  caravan  of  cars  wound  itself  slowly 
to  the  top  of  this  high  mountain  for  a  day 
of  fun,  worship  and  good  food.  Some  of 
the  fortunate  members  got  to  arrive  a  day 
early  and  spend  the  night  at  the  retreat  in 
a  large  white  house  on  the  grounds  and 
later  in  the  apartments  owned  by  Herman 
Barringer,  one  of  our  older  church  members. 

"We  would  round  the  curve,  and  there 
nestled  beside  the  road  was  a  tiny  white 
chapel  looking  exactly  like  a  replica  of 
a  pretty  picture  postcard.  As  we  walked 
the  gravel  path  leading  to  the  door,  the 
sun  shown  through  the  fog  to  cast  shadows 
among  the  trees.  As  we  pushed  open  the 
door,  which  creaked  loudly  on  its  hinges, 
we  walked  inside  onto  the  wide  plank  floor 
There  before  our  eyes  was  a  tiny  sanctuary 
with  wood  walls  painted  white  and  just 
enough  benches  that  our  congregation 
could  squeeze  into,  while  the  visitors  and 
strangers  stood  around  the  walls. 

"After  much  exploring  and  excited  talking, 
we  settled  down  for  the  worship  service. 
The  children  sat  in  the  front  bench  and 
stretched  along  the  floor  Our  minister 
looked  out  of  place  without  his  robe  behind 
the  simple  wooden  pulpit  without  a  lamp 
or  microphone  to  help  him  along.  But 
surprisingly,  his  voice  fllled  every  part  of 
the  room. 

"Being  the  church  organist,  it  was  my  duty 
to  provide  the  piano  music  for  singing.  In 
the  corner  was  a  tall,  black  upright  piano 
which  I  was  to  play  for  the  congregational 
singing.  Just  behind  me,  on  the  front 


benches,  the  choir  crowded  in  so  they 
could  sing  the  anthem  we  had  prepared. 
When  it  was  time  for  the  piano  to  play, 
much  to  my  surprise  when  I  struck  the 
first  chord,  only  two  notes  sounded. 
Before  I  had  played  another  five  chords, 
I  discovered  the  keys  were  staying  stuck 
down  and  by  this  time  only  a  few  notes 
were  left  to  sound.  There  I  sat  with  more 
notes  down  than  up,  but  we  proceeded 
with  the  music  anyway,  just  as  if  it  were 
the  loveliest  piano  on  the  mountain.  Tbo 
many  fogs  had  left  the  piano  swollen 
inside.  Nonetheless,  our  people  sang  with 
great  zest,  and  their  voices  filled  the  church, 
and  bounced  off  the  walls  and  echoed  out- 
side through  the  trees.  We  really  enjoyed 
singing  inside  the  Little  White  Church. 

"As  our  minister  delivered  his  sermon, 
people  were  arriving  outside,  and  strangers 
would  peep  in  to  see  what  was  going  on 
in  there.  Some  would  remain  for  a  few 
minutes  and  others  would  join  us.  Our 
people  standing  around  the  walls  leaned 
forward  with  reminiscing  smiles  on  their 
faces.  Too  soon  the  last  hymn  was  sung, 
and  we  were  dismissed  to  join  again  in 
the  dining  hall  for  a  delicious  lunch.  After 
the  last  amen,  we  all  piled  into  our  cars  for 
the  drive  to  the  barracks  where  our 
church's  headquarters  were  located,  while 
the  children  and  older  teenagers  walked 
the  distance  through  the  woods. 

"There,  ahead  of  us,  was  the  dining  hall, 
a  gray  clapboard  building  standing  on  the 
side  of  a  high  hill.  A  porch  ran  along  the 
side  of  the  building  and  a  line  of  rocking 
chairs  looked  across  the  miles  of  mountain 
tops.  At  last  we  had  found  the  perfect 
place  to  pause.  Finally,  after  much  rocking 
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in  the  chairs,  the  dining  hall  doors  swung 
open.  It  was  well  worth  the  wait!  The  serv- 
ing table  was  loaded  with  potato  salad, 
yellow  ears  of  corn-on-the-cob,  sliced  toma- 
toes, baked  apples,  fried  chicken,  sliced 
roast  beef  and  salty  country  ham.  We  all 
ate  until  we  were  stuffed  because  our  cook 
was  the  best  one  on  the  mountain.  Out- 
side, the  smell  of  this  delicious  food  drifted 
on  the  mountain  air. 

"We  all  lingered  over  the  desserts  and 
coffee  and  had  to  take  second  helpings  of 
the  sweet  cherry  cobbler  with  real  whipped 
cream  on  top.  We  had  to  choose  from 
strawberry  custards,  damson  pies,  vanilla 
and  chocolate  pound  cakes,  ice  cream  for 
dipping,  white  coconut  cake  and  even 
blackberry  tarts. 

"Later,  the  men  went  outside  to  join 
a  game  of  horseshoe  pitching,  while  the 
children  followed  the  hiking  trails  through 
the  woods.  Others  climbed  the  stairs  to 
the  fourth  floor  look-out  of  the  large  white 
house  with  the  apple-green  shutters.  Some 
rumors  came  back  that  the  house  was 
haunted!  The  women  were  delighted  to  sit 
on  the  porch  in  the  old  rockers  while 
escaping  the  hot  sidewalks  of  Mt.  Pleasant. 

"None  of  us  wanted  to  break  the  enchant- 
ment of  the  afternoon,  but  Monday's  work 
was  calling,  and  the  families  began  to  drift 
away  little  by  little.  Soon  no  one  was  left 
but  the  cook  and  his  helpers  cleaning  tables 
and  washing  dishes.  These  were  familiar 
people  from  Salisbury,  Concord  and  Hickory 
who  volunteered  their  time  to  serve  us. 

"As  a  postlude  to  a  perfect  afternoon,  I 
slipped  away  to  the  outdoor  chapel  and  dis- 
covered a  perfectly  lovely  place  to  view 


Grandfather  Mountain.  The  grassy,  sloping 
bank  surrounding  the  chapel  afforded 
a  perfect  silhouette  of  Grandfather's  face 
just  a  few  miles  to  the  west  in  front  of  us. 
As  I  sat  there  in  the  quiet  stillness  of  the 
place,  fog  drifted  across  the  face  of  the 
mountain  and  as  the  clouds  moved  across 
our  side  of  the  mountain,  a  coolness  in  the 
air  caused  me  to  draw  my  sweater  a  little 
tighter,  ft  was  time  to  turn  our  faces  toward 
home  and  reality.  With  much  reluctance, 
we  drove  homeward  bound,  past  the  Little 
White  Church  with  our  memories  of  the 
day.  Of  course  we  were  already  looking  for- 
ward to  the  next  July  and  once  again  wor- 
shipping in  the  Little  White  Church." 
Libby  Almond  Morrison 

"On  the  Sunday  that  I  went  to  Mt.  Pleasant 
to  live  with  my  foster  parents  Mr  and  Mrs. 
John  L.C.  Miller  after  the  death  of  my 
parents.  Rev.  Charles  Warlick  preached  his 
trial  sermon  that  night,  and  he  was  voted 
to  be  the  new  minister.  Rev.  Warlick  spent 
the  night  in  the  Miller  home.  It  was  late 
August  1921,  and  I  was  7  years  old. 

"In  1924,  the  new  church  was  completed. 
Everyone  was  so  happy  to  attend  Sunday 
School  and  worship  service  in  the  new  and 
beautiful  building.  For  several  years  the 
women  and  members  of  the  church  served 
suppers  to  raise  money  for  payments  on 
the  church  debt.  The  youth  of  the  church 
helped  to  serve  the  meals.  It  was  hard 
work,  but  we  enjoyed  it  and  were  glad  to 
participate  in  the  financial  assistance  of 
the  new  church.  Tdo,  we  enjoyed  meeting 
the  people  and  serving  them. 

"When  I  was  12  or  13  years  old  our  confir- 
mation class  of  seven  or  eight  joined  the 
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church.  As  a  teenager  I  seem  to  remember 
teaching  one  of  the  children's  Sunday  School 
classes  for  a  year  or  two.  My  uncle  and  fos- 
ter father  John  Miller  was  a  member  of  the 
choir  for  many  years,  and  as  teenagers  some 
of  us  also  took  an  active  part  in  the  choir. 

"After  leaving  Mt.  Pleasant  and  St.  James, 
I  returned  to  assist  with  two  weddings. 
They  were  Arthur  Kluttz  and  Bertha  Boger 
who  were  married  in  the  church  parsonage 
on  Saturday  afternoon  August  28,  1948,  by 
Rev.  Aubrey  Hedrick,  and  Miriam  Kluttz 
and  M.D.  Swaringen  Jr.  who  were  married 
in  the  church  on  Saturday  afternoon  April 
12,  1953,  in  a  ceremony  performed  by  the 
Rev.  Tom  Hoffman. 

"During  the  illnesses  of  my  foster  parents, 
the  members  of  the  church  were  very 
attentive  and  helpful.  Their  visits  meant  a 
lot  to  us  all,  especially  to  Mrs.  Miller  who 
was  ill  for  six  to  eight  months." 
Helen  E.  Peeler 

(Miss  Peeler  submitted  these  memories  in 
February  1994.  She  died  in  August.) 

"What  I  remember  about  St.  James  is 
driving  my  grandmother  (Mary  Barringer 
Splude)  and  Aunt  Ruth  (Barringer)  down 
from  Randleman,  N.C.,  over  20  years  ago. 
I  would  ask  someone  to  wake  me  early 
because  I  always  fooled  around  for  so  long, 
everyone  was  in  the  car  and  I  was  running 
out,  half  dressed.  Aunt  Ruth  had  the  trip 
timed  down  to  the  minute,  but  liked  to 
leave  enough  time  to  stop  and  say  'Hello' 
to  her  brother  Herman  and  his  family 
before  arriving  at  Sunday  School  where  she 
taught.  She  taught  young  people,  especially 
me,  practically  all  her  life.  After  church, 
we  would  return  to  Herman's  for  the  best 
Sunday  dinners. 


"St.  James  is  intermeshed  in  my  memory 
with  my  family.  I  was  introduced  to  a 
number  of  my  relatives  at  St.  James. 
I  looked  at  the  stained  glass  windows  and 
was  reminded  how  my  ancestors  were 
committed  to  this  church.  It  is  a  part 
of  the  time  my  family  and  I  spent  together, 
and  a  contributor  to  what  I  learned  and 
continue  to  learn  about  a  life  in  Christ." 
Alexander  Riddel  III 

"My  Aunt  Ruth  Barringer's  blue  eyes 
would  sparkle  as  she  recalled  the  wonder 
of  Christmas  morning  at  St.  James.  She 
told  of  how  all  in  the  church  would  gather 
around  the  decorated  Christmas  tree  at 
a  very  early  hour  in  the  fellowship  hall  of 
the  church.  Santa  Claus  came  at  this  time 
for  the  children  and  for  Ruth,  from  pre- 
school to  maybe  8  or  9  years  of  age,  getting 
a  Christmas  bag  from  Santa  was  exciting. 
In  the  bag  were  oranges,  bananas,  apples, 
grapes  and  nuts,  things  that  were  not  as 
readily  available  then  as  today.  Also,  each 
child  got  a  small  gift,  but  to  Ruth  the  fruit 
was  the  best.  It  was  a  time  of  blessings 
and  warm  Christian  fellowship. 

"My  Mom,  Mary  Barringer  Splude,  told  of 
the  trials  and  tribulations  she  experienced 
as  a  young  teenager  in  her  father's  church. 
Let  me  set  the  scene.  Her  mother  had 
died  when  she  was  almost  12  years  old.  Her 
father,  Paul  Barringer,  was  the  founding 
minister  of  St.  James.  Her  younger  brother, 
Herman,  was  2  years  old,  and  a  younger 
sister,  Lilly,  was  8  years  old.  So  it  was  Mom's 
responsibility  to  look  after  the  younger 
children  during  church  service.  At  that 
time,  apparently,  there  were  three  or  four 
steps  with  rails  leading  up  to  the  lectern. 
Rev.  Barringer  would  seat  his  children 
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on  the  front  pew  during  the  service.  Mom 
said  her  dad  did  not  mind  young  Herman 
wandering  silently  about  during  the  service 
But  on  one  occasion  Herman  in  his  child- 
like way  got  his  head  caught  between 
the  rails.  He  did  not  cry  but  kept  struggling. 
Her  dad  stopped  his  sermon,  looked 
straight  at  her  He  did  not  say  a  word,  but 
the  look  spoke  volumes.  Mom  knew  she 
was  the  one  who  would  have  to  get  Herman 
out  of  his  predicament.  She  said  she  was 
so  embarrassed.  When  all  was  right  again, 
her  dad  completed  his  sermon.  He  never 
mentioned  the  incident  then  or  later 

"Many  times  through  the  years,  my 
family  and  I  have  enjoyed  the  fellowship 
of  St.  James  and  its  members.  Not  only 
in  Mt.  Pleasant,  but  elsewhere  through  the 
blessings  and  strength  that  Rev.  Chet 
Byerly  and  Gennie  Lou  brought  to  us  by 
traveling  the  60  miles  a  couple  of  times  a 
year  to  minister  to  Mom  and  all  of  us 
when  she  was  too  ill  to  travel.  What  a  great 
love  given  so  freely! 

"There  is  moreover  a  memory  I  will 
cherish  forever  —  the  celebration  of  the 
life  of  Ruth  Barringer,  my  aunt.  The 
church  opened  its  doors  and  its  heart  the 
day  of  her  funeral  providing  a  meal  for  us 
who  came  from  afar,  enabling  us  to  have 
fellowship,  to  remember,  to  cry,  to  be  glad, 
to  love.  The  lovely  church  service  of 
remembrance  was  guided  by  not  one  but 
three  ministers  sharing  their  walk  with 
Ruth  and  her  church,  reminding  us  of  her 
caring  life.  It  was  her  church  that  gave 
her  support,  guidance  and  love  all  her  life. 
The  celebration  provided  for  us,  her 
family,  the  beginning  of  healing." 
Florence  Splude  Riddel 


"Although  I've  long  since  forgotten  any 
lines  I  memorized  for  those  early  morning 
Christmas  pageants,  I'll  always  remember 
dressing  as  an  angel  and  wearing  tinsel  in 
my  hair  My  head  still  itches  at  the  thought 
of  it. 

"As  an  adolescent  there  was  summer  camp 
at  John's  River  At  least  twice  I  was  there 
as  a  camper  and  once  as  a  counselor  I  was 
a  better  camper  than  counselor  I  still 
remember  the  banging  of  the  screen  doors 
as  we  bounded  out  of  our  cabins,  how  our 
hamstrings  and  shins  ached  from  climbing 
the  hill  for  evening  vespers  every  night 
and  how  cold  the  water  was  regardless  of 
when  you  went  in  the  river  I  still  think  the 
only  thing  colder  was  a  Catawba- Wofford 
football  game  where  Indian  fans  built 
bonfires  on  the  sidelines  to  stay  warm. 
I  was  convinced  it  was  my  first  brush  with 
frostbite. 

"I  never  understood  why  How  Great  Thou 
Art  and  Amazing  Grace  weren't  included  in 
our  hymnals.  It  always  seemed  to  me 
that  those  two  songs  and  A  Mighty  Fortress 
is  Our  God  were  about  as  multi-purpose  as 
one  could  get  with  sacred  music  and 
that  people  ought  to  sing  them  loud  and 
often.  I  remember  getting  that  wish  in 
a  rather  unexpected  way.  We  had  had  an 
eating  meeting  for  which  St.  James  is 
famous,  and  we  had  returned  to  the  sanc- 
tuary for  what  was  in  essence  a  sing-along. 
Rev.  Everette  Neese  was  our  minister 
at  the  time,  and  I  was  intrigued  by  his  wry 
wit  and  spontaneousness. 

"I  remember  having  mentioned  to  my 
parents  enroute  to  the  church  that  I  hoped 
we  would  sing  one  or  all  of  these  songs 
mentioned  above.  Needless  to  say,  I  was 
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delighted  when  Rev.  Neese  pulled  his 
ukulele  from  a  crumpled,  brown  paper 
grocery  bag  and  began  playing  and  singing 
Amazing  Grace.  I  was  nearly  hysterical! 
I've  heard  and  sung  it  many  times  since, 
but  nothing  rivals  what  happened  that 
evening. 

"But  I  can  never  think  of  St.  James  and 
not  think  of  my  late  grandmother  'Miss 
Georgia'  Kluttz.  I  always  knew  she  was 
special,  and  I  just  figured  she  would  live  for- 
ever I  wasn't  prepared  for  her  to  leave 
me  after  29  years,  but  it  was  her  faith  that 
helped  me  through  the  last  three  months 
of  her  life  when  she  physically  withered 
away  before  my  very  eyes. 

"Her  cancer  was  diagnosed  just  before 
Christmas  1984.  It's  the  kind  of  news  you 
are  never  prepared  to  hear,  and  you  want 
to  believe  it  was  a  misdiagnosis,  that 
her  test  results  got  mixed  up  with  someone 
else's  in  the  hustle,  bustle  and  rush  of  the 
holiday  season.  But  as  the  New  Year  came 
and  I  realized  my  worst  fears  were  true, 
we  had  a  talk  about  her  life,  her  illness  and 
the  time  she  had  left. 

"We  covered  a  lot  of  things,  but  this  I 
remember  most:  'I  am  not  afraid  to  die. 
I've  lived  a  long  and  happy  life  (she  had 
just  celebrated  her  83rd  birthday).  I  have 
three  good  children  who  have  married 
three  good  people  and  between  them 
they've  raised  nine  grandchildren.  They're 
all  strong  and  independent,  able  to  take 
care  of  themselves  and  each  other  What- 
ever happens  to  me  from  here  on  happens. 
I'm  ready'  She  said  it  with  such  conviction 
that  I  knew  then  and  there  I  had  never 
met  nor  probably  would  never  meet  any- 
one with  faith  that  strong. 


"Hardly  a  day  passes  now,  nearly  10  years 
later,  that  I  don't  think  of  her  I  miss  her, 
but  she  gave  me  memories  that  keep  her 
alive  in  my  heart  forever" 
Elizabeth  Swaringen 

"When  you  move  away,  you  think  a  lot 
about  what  you  leave  behind.  When  I  think 
of  St.  James,  I  remember  it  as  a  point  of 
stability,  a  place  where  you  could  go  and 
always  feel  good  about  being  there.  The 
people  at  St.  James  always  make  you  feel 
good.  It's  like  one  big  extended  family, 
and  when  I  visit  now,  it's  like  I  never  left. 
Through  all  the  transitions,  it's  still  one 
big  family.  The  church  itself  reinforces  that 
feeling,  but  special  events  like  covered- 
dish  suppers  really  drive  that  point  home. 
You  really  appreciate  and  understand  these 
feelings  a  lot  more  when  you're  not  close 
to  it  any  more." 
John  Swaringen 

"Mt.  Pleasant  Church  League  Men's  Softball 
was  started  in  1954  or  1955  by  the  churches 
of  Mt.  Pleasant.  St.  James  formed  a  team 
along  with  some  players  from  Bear  Creek 
Church  as  we  did  not  have  enough  men  for 
a  full  team.  Some  of  the  first  players  were 
Bob  Dove,  Jack  Foil,  Son  Foil,  Woody  Foil, 
Junior  Holshouser,  Arthur  Kluttz,  Carl 
Kluttz,  Lester  McCarn,  Morgan  Walker,  Neil 
Williams  and  me. 

"The  first  year  or  two  we  played  on  the 
high  school  field  starting  at  5:30  p.m.  as 
there  were  no  lights  at  that  time.  After  the 
first  few  years,  some  of  the  outlying 
churches  made  up  teams  and  got  into  the 
league.  A  movement  was  started  to  raise 
money  to  light  the  field  behind  McAllister 


Thanks     For     The 


School.  All  the  money  was  raised  by  the 
churches,  mainly  from  chicken-noodle 
suppers  with  Ralph  Eudy  of  St.  Stephens 
Lutheran  Church  being  the  leader.  With 
lights  to  play  under  after  dark  and  eight  or 
nine  teams  in  the  league,  we  had  three 
games  a  night.  We  played  like  this  for  years 
with  pretty  good  teams  and  everybody 
enjoyed  playing,  with  good  fun  and  sports- 
manship in  abundance.  About  this  time, 
the  black  churches  in  town  got  up  a  team, 
and  we  really  enjoyed  playing  them.  We 
won  most  of  the  games.  There  was  always 
good  rapport  between  St.  James  and  the 
black  teams. 

"By  1974,  St.  James  was  dominating  the 
league,  winning  regular  season  and  play- 
off championships  through  1977.  This  came 
about  because  we  had  younger  boys  get- 
ting big  enough  to  play  These  were  Chris 
Herrin,  Carl  Kluttz  Jr,  Lee  Kluttz,  John 
Swaringen  and  Charlie  Moffitt,  who  joined 
our  team  after  he  and  Carol  were  married. 
Steve  Foil  also  started  then. 

"Around  1978,  some  of  the  teams  were 
having  trouble  getting  enough  players  to 
play  and  interest  began  to  fall  off.  In  the 
meantime,  St.  John's  Lutheran  Church  had 
built  a  field  at  their  church  and  formed 
a  league.  St.  James,  along  with  Bear  Creek, 
teams  from  our  league  and  teams  from 
Concord  started  playing  at  St.  John's, 
making  for  a  stronger  league.  With  the  addi- 
tion of  David  Ferguson,  Mark  Hatley, 
David  Kluttz  and  David  Mills,  St.  James  had 
a  good  team  in  this  league,  too. 

"In  1978,  we  won  first  place  in  a  tour- 
nament at  St.  John's.  In  1981,  we  won  the 
sportsmanship  trophy.  In  1982,  we  won 
the  play-off  championship,  and  in  1983,  we 


won  the  regular  season  and  play-off  cham- 
pionship. Around  1984  or  1985,  some  of 
our  younger  players  were  moving  around 
to  different  places  and  some  of  the  others 
were  getting  tired  of  playing  so  we 
disbanded  the  men's  team  at  St.  James. 

"Arthur  Kluttz  and  I  played  some  30  years 
each  with  the  team.  Our  team  always 
made  a  good  example  for  St.  James  with 
good  fun  and  sportsmanship  whether  we 
played  in  a  league  or  in  tournaments 
at  different  places.  The  trophy  case  at  the 
head  of  the  basement  stairs  attests  to  our 
accomplishments. 

"Soon  after  the  men's  league  was  formed 
at  St.  John's,  a  women's  league  was  formed 
there  too,  and  St.  James  and  Cold  Springs 
Methodist  Church  joined  to  form  a  team. 
Playing  from  St.  James  were  Angela 
Ferguson,  Amy  Kluttz,  Jamie  Mills,  Carol 
Moffitt  and  Jane  Swaringen.  I  was  their 
coach.  The  women's  team  was  never  as 
strong  as  the  men's  team,  but  we  had  a  lot 
of  fun  playing.  In  1983,  our  team  did  win 
the  play-off  championship,  and  in  1984  we 
won  both  the  regular  season  and  play-off 
championships.  Then  around  1987  or  1988, 
the  women'  team  disbanded,  ending  St. 
James'  play  in  organized  church  softball." 
M.D.  Swaringen  Jr. 

"One  of  the  many  memories  of  St.  James 
I  have  is  the  annual  Thanksgiving  suppers. 
Each  family  was  given  a  'slip,'  telling  them 
what  they  were  to  give  for  the  supper: 
chicken,  green  beans,  cakes,  pies  or  cash  to 
buy  items  needed  from  the  grocery  store. 
The  food  was  prepared  under  the  direction 
of  'Miss  Ethel'  Moose,  an  excellent  cook. 
Bright  colored  menus  for  the  tables,  in  the 
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shape  of  maple  leaves,  were  made  by 
Evelyn  Dove.  The  fellowship  of  working 
together  was  as  nourishing  for  the  soul 
as  the  food  was  for  the  body. 

"Our  early  morning  Christmas  program  is 
another  fond  memory.  Christmas  morning 
at  6  a.m.,  with  Elizabeth  'Tibs'  Foil  Wallace 
playing  the  organ,  the  choir  would  march 
in  singing  God  Rest  Ye  Merry  Gentlemen. 
Bright-eyed  and  sleepy-eyed  children, 
some  with  toys  from  Santa,  were  ready  to 
say  speeches  and  sing  songs  telling  of  the 
birth  of  the  Christ  Child.  What  better  way 
to  begin  Christmas  Day  than  this!  Young 
and  old  alike  would  look  forward  to  receiv- 
ing 'their  bag'  containing  fruit,  nuts  and 
candy.  I  have  been  told  this  tradition 
was  started  at  the  suggestion  of  my  grand- 
mother, Martha  Jane  Fisher  Barringer. 
This  makes  it  even  more  special  to  me. 

"I  remember  some  of  the  members  no 
longer  with  us  —  Lee  and  Mable  Moose, 
Georgia  and  Dwight  Kluttz,  Hoy  and  Polly 
Moose,  Winfred  and  Ada  Petrea,  Elizabeth 
Foil  Wallace,  Lester  McCarn,  Paul  and  Opal 
Petrea,  Ruth  Barringer  and  Summer  Foil, 
to  name  a  few  —  for  their  faithfulness  and 
devotion  to  the  church  as  teachers,  leaders 
and  some  for  their  perfect  attendance  of 
many  years.  I  have  especially  fond  memo- 
ries of  'Miss  Mable'  Moose  who  was  always 
there  to  greet  the  first  child  to  arrive  and 
was  ready  to  tell  Bible  stories  with  the  use 
of  a  flannel  board  and  to  teach  about  God 
and  living  in  His  world  using  simple  things 
found  in  nature  as  examples.  And  then 
there  was  'Miss  Ruth'  Barringer,  driving  an 
hour  and  a  half  from  Randleman  on  Sun- 
day mornings  to  teach  the  children,  and 
Summer  Foil  handing  out  chewing  gum  to 
children  after  church. 


"Then,  more  recently,  the  baptisms  and 
weddings  of  our  children  —  Elizabeth, 
John  and  Jane  —  and  the  baptisms  of  our 
grandchildren,  Jess  and  Katie.  These  will 
always  be  fond  memories." 
Miriam  Swaringen 

"My  first  experience  with  St.  James  was 
in  July  1923  when  I  attended  a  week-long 
summer  school  for  my  church,  Mt.  Gilead 
Lutheran,  at  Mt.  Pleasant  Collegiate 
Institute.  Each  morning  the  group  gathered 
for  devotions  in  St.  James  Reformed 
Church  which  was  then  a  frame  building. 
I  never  expected  it  would  be  my  home 
church  in  the  future,  a  place  where  I'm  at 
home  with  a  group  of  wonderful  people. 

"Frank  Tomkinson  and  I  were  married  on 
November  26,  1933,  by  his  minister  Rev.  C. 
W  Warlick.  Frank  was  a  devoted  member 
of  St.  James  who  was  encouraged  to  attend 
regularly  by  his  foster  mother,  Mrs.  Daisy 
Foil.  When  Frank  was  old  enough  to  drive, 
he  brought  her  to  church  regularly.  Rev. 
Warlick  was  a  teacher  in  the  grade  schools 
for  both  Frank  and  me.  After  the  wedding, 
I  moved  my  membership  to  St.  James 
where  I've  been  continuously. 

"Although  our  membership  was  continuous, 
Frank  and  I  could  not  attend  as  often  as 
we'd  like  because  of  our  work  at  Jackson 
Training  School.  We  were  both  teachers  in 
the  Sunday  School  there  and  I  did  extra 
duty  as  pianist  and  organist.  We  were 
cottage  parents,  supervising  boys.  Frank 
worked  there  26  years,  and  I  was  there  30 
years. 

"We  moved  to  our  home  near  Mt.  Pleasant 
in  1970  and  began  attending  St.  James 
again  as  regularly  as  we  could  given  Frank's 
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illness.  I  was  a  junior  teacher  before  going 
to  Jackson  Training  School,  and  I  was  able 
to  become  a  teacher  again  after  Frank's 
death  from  cancer  in  1971.  Rev.  Chester 
Byerly  was  very  encouraging  to  me  during 
that  difficult  time  in  my  life,  and  he  was 
a  tremendous  help. 

"I  went  on  to  become  an  assistant  organist 
for  Sunday  School  and  church  service  for 
many  years.  I  joined  the  Church  Women 
and  was  a  vice  president  for  several  years. 
I  was  social  committee  chairman  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  when  we  began  com- 
mittees to  supply  food  to  families  who 
have  lost  loved  ones,  I  chaired  one  of  them 
and  continued  serving  for  several  years. 

"I  cannot  participate  as  much  in  activities 
now  as  before  due  to  health  and  age. 
My  years  at  St.  James  have  meant  much 
to  me.  My  main  interest  is  music.  I  have 
been  in  the  choir  continuously,  and  it's 
been  a  joy  of  my  life.  I  owe  my  interest  in 
music  to  my  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luther 
Hahn,  who  helped  me  at  home  and  con- 
tinuously encouraged  me." 
Anna  Tomkinson 

"One  of  the  highlights  of  my  American 
experience  as  well  as  the  summit  point  of 
my  spiritual  and  religious  pilgrimage  was 
the  time  of  my  summer  internship  with 
St.  James  United  Church  of  Christ  under 
the  supervision  of  Rev.  Thomas  Kruchkow. 

"Those  three  summer  months  of  1993 
were  filled  with  numerous  discoveries  and 
deep  insights  about  the  'nuts  and  bolts'  of 
pastoral  ministry  in  the  South  of  the  States. 
Coming  to  Mt.  Pleasant  for  my  summer  in- 
ternship, I  was  ready  to  face  the  challenge 
of  different  cultural  features.  That  was  my 


first  trip  to  the  heart  of  the  American 
South  that  I  had  heard  of  and  learned  about 
many  years  ago  in  Russia.  Before  my 
arrival,  I  anxiously  looked  forward  to  im- 
plementing my  learnings  into  the  context 
of  ministry  with  St.  James. 

"One  of  the  positive  and  most  encouraging 
facets  of  my  ministry  in  North  Carolina 
was  that  I  was  serving  under  the  guidance 
of  Rev.  Thomas  Kruchkow  who  is  a  Rus- 
sian-American. From  the  first  day  of  our 
phone  contacts  both  of  us  discovered  a 
lot  of  commonality  that  definitely  helped 
my  internship  to  become  a  success. 

"The  three  months  were  the  time  when  my 
calling  to  ordained  ministry  became 
affirmed  in  many  ways.  I  was  introduced 
to  the  life  of  the  congregation  and  immedi- 
ately got  the  chance  to  share  my  spiritual 
journey  and  life  story  in  the  country  10,000 
miles  away.  The  support  and  understand- 
ing I  met  from  the  members  of  St.  James 
was  overwhelming.  Numerous  pastoral 
visitations  conducted  with  Rev.  Kruchkow 
gave  me  a  great  opportunity  to  get  im- 
mersed into  the  lives  of  many  people  in 
Mt.  Pleasant,  to  strike  unforgettable  friend- 
ships and  to  receive  a  cultural  exposure  to 
the  customs  and  traditions  of  North 
Carolina. 

"In  the  course  of  my  internship,  I  learned 
a  great  deal  from  Rev.  Kruchkow,  who 
became  for  me  not  only  a  supervisor  and 
a  teacher,  but  also  a  friend  who  offered 
me  deep  insights  about  the  ways  to 
sharpen  and  improve  my  ministerial  skills, 
affirm  and  develop  in  me  the  ideals  of 
preaching  faithful  to  the  gospel,  uncompro- 
misingly prophetic  and  yet,  sensitive  and 
accepting. 
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"Rev.  Kruchkow  and  the  members  of 
St.  James  accepted  miy  request  to  join  their 
church  and  become  a  part  and  parcel 
of  Reformed  tradition.  My  spiritual  journey 
that  began  in  the  middle  of  communist 
Russian  in  the  beginning  of  the  '70s  with 
my  grandmother  taking  me  secretly  to  an 
Orthodox  church  near  Moscow  was 
consummated  with  me  joining  St.  James 
almost  20  years  later  in  a  country  that 
became  for  me  my  home,  among  the  people 
who  became  for  me  a  part  of  my  large 
family  —  the  family  of  Christian  faith 
that  knows  no  national  frontiers  or  ethnic 
boundaries. 

"Sharing  the  pulpit  with  Rev.  Kruchkow, 
doing  visitations,  taking  part  in  youth 
camp  and  numerous  informal  meetings 
with  a  lot  of  sincerely  warm  and  caring 
people  was  for  a  me  a  great  experience 
that  I  will  treasure  and  cherish  through 
all  the  da>s  of  my  life." 
Igor  Tychkin 

"I  especially  have  fond  memories  of 
the  Sunday  School  opening  exercises  for 
the  children.  It  was  always  a  special  time. 
Miss  Mable  (Mrs.  Lee  Moose)  had  a  unique 
talent  for  bringing  God's  world  and  love 
into  the  church  and  into  our  hearts.  This 
was  often  done  by  teaching  us  with  hands- 
on  objects  and  pictures.  A  flower,  a  bird's 
nest,  a  leaf,  a  seed  and  many  other  things 
from  God's  world  helped  us  understand 
His  ever  presence  and  love." 
Sue  Foil  Walker 


"When  Mary  Anna  Williams  was  a  child 
and  lived  across  the  street  from  St.  James, 
she  loved  her  church.  Each  Sunday 
morning  when  the  church  bells  rang  she 
would  very  excitedly  say,  'Mama,  mama. 
My  bells  are  ringing,  my  bells  are  ringing. 
I've  got  to  go.  I've  got  to  go.  Hurry!'   Now, 
she  lives  up  in  cold  Indiana  and  says 
she  misses  'her  bells.'  Mary  Anna  is  the 
niece  of  Happy  Hughes." 
Anna  Foil  Richardson  Williams 


and  the  worst  of  times.  They  laughed 
with  us  in  times  of  joy  and  cried  with 
us  in  times  of  sorrow.  Their  styles  were 
as  different  as  the  times  in  which  they  preached,  hut 
each  was  called  by  the  same  Holy  Spirit  to  minister 
to  those  who  have  made  St.  James  their  home.  Their 
names  are  printed  here  in  memory  and  in  honor 


Rev.  Paul  Barringer,  D.D. 
1894  -  1900 

Rev.  John  H.  Keller,  D.D. 
1901  -  1906 

Rev.  E.  Garver  Williams,  D.D. 
1907  -  1909 

Rev.  A.  Shulenberger 

1910  -  1911 

Rev.  Border  L.  Stanley 

1911  -  1913 

Rev.  William  C.  Lyerly 
1914  -  1918 

Rev.  Aaron  R.  Tbsh 
1919  -  1921 

Rev.  Charles  W.  Warlick 
1921  -  1929 

Rev.  William  S.  Gerhard 
1930  -  1941 

Rev.  Aubrey  W.  Hedrick 
1942  -  1949 

Rev.  Lionel  A.  Whiston,  Ph.D. 
Supply,  1949  -  1950 


Rev.  Thomas  E.  Hoffman 
1950  -  1953 

Rev.  Lionel  A.  Whiston,  Ph.D. 
Supply,  1953  -  1954 

Rev  Carl  T.  Daye 
1954  -  1958 

Rev  Donald  J.  Selby  Ph.D. 
Supply,  1958 

Rev.  Banks  Shepherd 
1958  -  1962 

Rev  Felix  B.  Peck 

Stated  Supply,  1963  -  1969 

Rev.  Chester  W  Byerly 
1969  -  1981 

Rev.  Everette  Neese 
Supply,  1981  -  1983 

Rev.  Jack  Crater 
1983  -  1991 

Rev.  Thomas  A.  Kruchkow 
1991  -  present 


A  ny  anniversary  is  a  time  for  celebration. 

^^^^      ^fl^kito  series  of  special  events.  St.  James' 
members  and  guests  were  privileged  to  realize  these 
special  activities  during  1994. 


January  30 

Centennial  Year  Celebration  begins  with 
Rev.  Alan  C.  Miller,  associate  conference 
minister  for  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Association  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ. 
His  sermon  was  titled,  "The  Cross:  Love 
or  Power?"  Covered-dish  dinner  follows  in 
Barringer  Fellowship  Hall. 

February  27 

whit  Moose  gives  Centennial  Moment 
during  worship  for  the  years  1892-1910. 
Soup  and  sandwich  lunch  follows  worship 
as  fund-raiser  to  purchase  new  table 
linens  for  the  fellowship  hall. 

March  20 

Frances  Foil  gives  Centennial  Moment 
during  worship  for  the  years  1911-1920. 
Chili  bean  lunch  follows  worship. 

April  17 

Woody  Foil  gives  Centennial  Moment  dur- 
ing worship  for  the  years  1921-1939.  Bring-a- 
Pie  dinner  follows  worship. 

May  22 

M.D.  Swaringen  Jr  gives  Centennial  Moment 
during  worship  for  the  years  1940-1959. 


May  29 

Rev.  Rollin  Russell,  Southern  Conference 
minister,  brings  message  titled  "Your 
Jubilee."  Covered-dish  dinner  in  honor  of 
Memorial  Day  observance  served  following 
worship. 

June  12 

Annual  ice  cream  social  is  held  in 
Barringer  Fellowship  Hall. 

June  19 

Fred  Morrison  gives  Centennial  Moment 
during  worship  about  the  building  and 
structural  changes  to  St.  James  throughout 
the  years. 

June  30 

St.  James  is  recognized  as  the  Friendliest 
Church  in  Cabarrus  County  in  The  Concord 
Tribune's  annual  Readers'  Choice  survey. 
Readers  were  invited  to  call  a  designated 
number  at  the  newspaper  and  cast  their 
vote. 

July  3 

Rev.  Chester  Byerly,  pastor  of  St.  James 
from  1969  to  1981  and  current  pastor  of 
Rogers  Park  UCC  in  Kannapolis,  is  guest 


speaker.  His  sermon  is  titled,  "Christian 
Patriotism."  Ail-American  hamburger  and 
hot  dog  cook-out  in  celebration  of  Inde- 
pendence Day  is  held  following  worship. 

July  24 

Mable  Lowder  gives  Centennial  Moment 
during  worship  for  the  years  1960-1969. 

July  30 

An  Ecclesiastical  Council  was  held  for  Igor 
Alexandrovich  Tychkin  by  St.  James  and  the 
Ministry  Commission  of  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Association  (WNCA).  The  presen- 
tation about  Igor's  beliefs  and  Christian 
calling  was  the  final  step  before  his  ordina- 
tion as  a  United  Church  of  Christ  minister 
Special  guests  were  members  of  the  WNCA 
and  the  clergy  of  the  Rowan  District. 
Refreshments  followed  in  the  Barringer 
Fellowship  Hall. 

September  lo 

St.  James  Church  Women  host  Fall 
Enrichment  Program  of  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Church  Women  of  the  Southern 
Conference.  Eighty-two  women  attended 
the  meeting  where  Rev.  Yvonne  Beasley, 
Eastern  North  Carolina  Association  Minister, 
presented  a  program  on  her  recent  visit 
to  South  Africa. 

September  i8 

Libby  Morrison  gives  Centennial  Moment 
during  worship  on  the  music  program  at  St. 
James.  Senior  Citizens  Recognition  Tea  and 
Reception  held  in  honor  of  St.  James  mem- 
bers age  70  and  older. 

October  9 

Igor  Alexandrovich  lychkin  is  ordained 
in  the  sanctuary  of  St.  James  before  a  con- 


gregation of  65.  Conducting  the  ceremony 
were  Rev.  Alan  C.  Miller,  associate  confer- 
ence minister  for  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Association;  Rev.  Dale  Kennedy, 
representing  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Association  Church  and  Ministry 
Committee;  and  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Kruchkow, 
host  pastor 

October  16 

Ralph  Austin  gives  Centennial  Moment 
during  worship  for  the  years  1970-1979. 

October  30 

Rev.  Banks  Shepherd,  pastor  of  St.  James 
from  1958  to  1962,  is  the  guest  speaker. 
Dinner  follows  in  Barringer  Fellowship 
Hall. 

November  12 

St.  James  Church  Women  hold  Craft  Sale 
and  Fall  Fair  Men  of  St.  James  host  a 
chicken  barbecue.  St.  James  Church  hosts 
meeting  of  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed 
Historical  Society. 


November  20 

Jamie  Mills  gives  Centennial  Moment 
during  worship  for  the  years  1980-1994. 


December  4 

Rev.  Aubrey  Hedrick,  pastor  of  St.  James 
from  1942-1949,  is  the  scheduled  guest 
speaker  for  Centennial  Sunday  Celebration. 
Sunday  dinner  follows  in  Barringer 
Fellowship  Hall. 


The  Christian  Ministry 

"My  church,  my  church,  my  dear  old  church, 

My  father's  and  my  own; 

On  prophets  and  apostles  built 

With  Christ  the  cornerstone. 

All  else  beside  by  storm  or  tide 

May  yet  be  overthrown, 

But  not  my  church,  my  dear  old  church. 

My  father's  and  my  own. 

"My  church,  my  church,  my  dear  old  church, 

I  love  her  ancient  name; 

And  God  forbid  a  child  of  hers 

Should  ever  cause  her  shame; 

Her  mother-care  I'll  ever  share: 

Her  child  I  am  alone 

Till  He  who  gave  me  to  her  arms 

Shall  call  me  to  His  own. 

"Then  here,  my  church,  my  dear  old  church, 

Thy  child  would  add  a  vow 

Tb  that  whose  token  once  was  signed 

Upon  his  infant  brow; 

Her  mother  care  I'll  ever  share, 

Her  child  I  am  alone; 

My  church  shall  yet  he  dear  to  me, 

My  father's  and  my  own' 

-  Rev.  C.  W.  Warlick 

(Submitted  by  Woody  Foil) 


